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Believe it or not , this is not a Turkish towel , hut just a single blossom from the South Pacific 
pandanus plant. The pandanus , successfully grown for many years at the Vero Beach Jungle 
Gardens , is easily adaptable to many Florida locations. 
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An 

Expanding 

Service 



For An 

Expanding 

Florida 


EXPERIENCE COUNTS in serving the varying mortgage loan, real estate 
and insurance problems of the rapidly expanding state that is Florida today. 

OUR ORGANIZATION, long known and highly regarded for its careful 
attention to individual requirements and for the broad scope of its facilities, 
is constantly expanding its services to keep step with Florida’s growing needs. 

A STATEWIDE ORGANIZATION, with offices in Jacksonville, Miami, 
St. Petersburg and Pensacola, brings the experienced personnel and fully- 
rounded service of Stockton, Whatley, Davin & Company within easy reach 
of all Floridians who have real estate financing or insurance problems. We 
will welcome an opportunity to serve you. A phone call, letter or wire to any 
of our offices will bring a prompt response. 


STOCKTON,WHATLEY, DAVIN & COMPANY 


REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • MORTGAGES • RENTALS 





JACKSONVILLE, 100 W. Bay St. • MIAMI, duPont Building 

ST. PETERSBURG, First Ave., and North 6th St., • PENSACOLA, 1634 Barrancas Ave. 
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Governor’s 

Message 



Governor Fuller Warren 


Good evening, my friends and fellow citi¬ 
zens of Florida: 

Once again, it is my privilege to speak to 
you over a statewide hook-up arranged 
without cost by eight public-spirited radio 
stations. Their co-operation makes pos¬ 
sible these monthly reports to you. I am 
grateful to each of the stations to which you 
have tuned your radios. 

I want to talk to you tonight about Law 
Enforcement and Gambling in Florida. 

I believe no one can understand the 
gambling situation in Florida today unless 
he knows some of the history of gambling 
in Florida. Florida’s present State Consti¬ 
tution was adopted in 1885. Florida’s State 
Constitution specifically prohibits lotteries, 
one of the more common types of gambling. 
The record indicates that the Constitutional 
prohibition against lotteries and the laws 
of Florida against gambling have been large¬ 
ly ignored. 

In 1893, only eight years after the adop¬ 
tion of the State Constitution, a huge fort¬ 
like structure at Port Tampa City in Hills¬ 
borough County was built by a group of 
gamblers from New Orleans. From this 
building they operated the Honduran Na¬ 
tional Lottery, just as they had operated the 
infamous Louisiana State Lottery in New 
Orleans. This gambling operation, under 
the name of a foreign country, was carried 
on in Hillsborough County unmolested for 
two years. The fort-like building in which 
the Honduran National Lottery was con¬ 
ducted was later torn down, and the site is 
occupied today by the Port Tampa public 
school. 

Florida’s first great tourist hotel, the 
Ponce de Leon, was opened in 1889 at St. 
Augustine. Shortly thereafter, an experi¬ 
enced gambling operator came down from 
the North and set up an elaborate gambling 
casino in the Ponce de Leon. It operated 
unmolested for many years. 

Not long after the Florida East Coast Rail¬ 


way extended its tracks on down to Palm 
Beach, one of the most notorious gambling 
casinos in the world, Bradley’s, opened up 
there. That was in 1898. Bradley’s 
gambling casino operated, with little inter¬ 
ference, in violation of the law for more 
than 40 years. Its founder, the late Colonel 
Edward R. Bradley, became the owner of a 
string of race horses and also acquired own¬ 
ership of the two daily newspapers in West 
Palm Beach. 

During the long and illegal operation of 
Bradley’s gambling casino, it was patronized 
by socialites and royalty from all over the 
world, and it became known as America’s 
Monte Carlo. 

In 1896 the Florida East Coast Railway’s 
wood-burning locomotive reached Miami. 
The wealth of this rapidly developing area 
attracted gamblers from all over the nation. 
One of the first and most notorious gambling 
casinos was the Tea House Plantation, situ¬ 
ated on what is now Biscayne Boulevard. It 
was patronized by out-of-state visitors and 
leading local citizens alike. 

Another gambling casino, in the early 
twenties, was the Embassy Club, on North 
East Second Avenue. It operated several 
years with little interference. 

An elaborate casino in Dade County in 
the early thirties was the Royal Palm Club, 
situated only a short distance from the heart 
of Miami and on property adjacent to Bay- 
front Park. Gambling was carried on there 
unmolested for many years. It was patron¬ 
ized by prominent local people and by 
visiting celebrities. Civic clubs held their 
luncheons and dinners at the Royal Palm 
gambling casino. 

Here are some of other gambling casinos 
that operated openly in Dade County over 
the years: the Little Palm Club, the Deau¬ 
ville, the Beach and Tennis Club, the 
Frolics, Club Collins, the Teepee, the Wig¬ 
wam, the Turf, the Island Club, Sunny Isles 
Club, the Club 86 and the Brook Club. The 


Brook Club gambling casino was so fashion¬ 
able that newcomers to Miami, as late as 
1945, thought that it was an ultra-exclusive 
country club. 

The records of the Secretary of State show 
that on November 10, 1923, a group of 
widely known citizens of Dade County in¬ 
corporated the Miami Jockey Club. The 
attorney for the racing corporation was 
owner and publisher of a daily newspaper 
in Miami. The Miami Jockey Club con¬ 
ducted horse races in Hialeah and wagers 
and bets were made on the races in violation 
of the law of Florida. After 1931, when 
the Florida Legislature legalized gambling 
at tracks on horse and dog races, the Hialeah 
Racing Association was organized to carry 
on, legally, what had been the illegal ac¬ 
tivities of the Miami Jockey Club. 

Let me quote from the Florida Guidebook, 
published in 1939 under sponsorship of the 
State Department of Public Instruction. In 
describing the Miami scene in 1939, the 
Guidebook says, and I quote from Page 210: 

“Gambling is both legal and illegal, for 
while it is quite within the law to back 
pari-mutuals at race tracks, the same busi¬ 
ness with bookies is illicit. Many grills are 
equipped with tickers and huge blackboards 
upon which racing entries and results here 
and at other tracks are chalked.” 

The S & G Syndicate carried on bookie 
gambling operations in Miami Beach for 
many years. In 1948, according to evi¬ 
dence taken by the Kefauver Committee, 
the S & G gambling syndicate grossed 26 
and V 2 million dollars. There was no evi¬ 
dence before the Kefauver Committee that 
the S & G gambling syndicate made any 
money in 1949 or 1950. 

In Broward County, just north of Dade, 
gamblers also had been active for many 
years. Among the gambling casinos which 
had operated there, the most notorious was 
the Colonial Inn. It operated unmolested 
for many years until 1948. 
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The seized records of Frank Erickson, 
the biggest gambler in the nation, show that 
he was a partner in the Colonial Inn, for 
one season, at least. In 1945-46, according 
to Erickson’s own income tax papers, he 
shared in a net profit of $685,538.76 from 
the Colonial Inn gambling casino. The year 
before, in 1944, his records show that this 
same Erickson shared in $81,340.10 profits 
from the Farm Casino. 

The records also show that Erickson and 
John F. O’Rourke, a Palm Beach County 
gambler, split profits of $79,790 from a 
gambling operation at the Boca Raton Club. 
O’Rourke testified before the Kefauver 
Committee that he last operated open 
gambling in Palm Beach County in Febru¬ 
ary, 1949, when the State Beverage Depart¬ 
ment raided him and put him out of busi¬ 
ness. 

Gambling of various kinds was carried on 
in Tampa and in Hillsborough County dur¬ 
ing more than 50 years with little interfer¬ 
ence from law enforcement officers. The 
Olympia gambling casino was operated open¬ 
ly—and under no pretense—in Tampa as late 
as 1937, just across the street from the Tam¬ 
pa Electric Company. 

Bolita gambling was carried on in Tampa 
on a wide-spread scale as far back as any¬ 
one can remeber. In fact, according to the 
Florida Guidebook, bolita was introduced 
in Tampa in the 1880’s. 

A front-page article in the Tampa Tribune 
on Sunday, August 20, 1950, published a 
list of notorious gamblers and stated: During 
1941 these gangsters, allegedly members of 
the Mafia, were in complete control of vice, 
gambling and similar activities.” 

Bolita gambling had also been carried on 
for many years in Key West, Miami, Jack¬ 
sonville, Pensacola and in Orange and Polk 
Counties. 

In 1929 at St. Johns Park, on the Duval- 
St. Johns County line, horse racing was con¬ 
ducted. Bets and wagers were made on the 
races in open violation of the law. During 
more than 25 years gambling of various 
kinds was carried on in Okaloosa County. 
During World War II several elaborate 
gambling casinos began operation in Oka¬ 
loosa County. 

In the spring of 1937, while the Legisla¬ 
ture was in session, open gambling such as 
roulette and craps was conducted nightly at 
Capitol Gardens, a gambling casino just 12 
miles south of Tallahassee. 

Except for a two-year period, between 
1935 and 1937, when they were legal in 
Florida, thousands of slot machines had 
operated openly for many years in violation 
of the law. 

Many other instances could be cited to 
show that open gambling in Florida was 
widespread and had been tolerated for many 
years prior to my inauguration as Governor 
on January 4, 1949. No Florida governor 
had ever made a sustained effort to sup¬ 
press gambling. In fact, in the past 30 
years, only one candidate for Governor of 


Florida has run on a platform pledging sup¬ 
pression of gambling, and he was defeated. 
He ran in 1940, and finished sixth in a field 
of eleven. Out of nine candidates for Gov¬ 
ernor of Florida in 1948, only one of the 
nine mentioned gambling in his platform, 
and he ran last. Gambling, in which a large 
part of the population had engaged, was not 
an issue in the 1948 Governor’s race. 

In a number of counties in 1948, enforce¬ 
ment of the gambling laws was made an 
issue in the races for the office of sheriff, 
county solicitor and state attorney. In each 
county where enforcement of the gambling 
laws was made an issue, the incumbent 
officials—who were accused of lax enforce¬ 
ment of the gambling laws—were re-elected. 

In 1948, gambling—which had been grow¬ 
ing and spreading in Florida for more than 
50 years—had gained a strong hold in many 
large cities and counties of the State. For 
50 years, and more, gambling in Florida had 
been largely unmolested. It had come to 
be widely tolerated. That was the gambling 
situation in Florida when I was elected 
Governor. 

On December 7, 1948, four weeks after I 
was elected Governor, I issued the following 
statement: 

“I am liberal minded. I believe in local 
self-government, particularly in local law 
enforcement. Notwithstanding, slot ma¬ 
chines will not be allowed to operate after 
January 4th. Any county which permits 
these mechanical thieves to steal after Janu¬ 
ary 4th, will be given new law enforcement 
officers.” 

On January 4th, 1949, I took the oath of 
office as Governor. The oath, which is pre- 
vscribed by the Constitution, is identical with 
the oath taken by all constables, sheriffs, 
prosecuting and state attorneys, county 
solicitors, county and circuit judges, and 
State Legislators. This is the oath we all 
take: 

“I do solemnly swear that I will support, 
protect and defend the Constitution and 
Government of the United States and the 
State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to 
hold office under the Constitution of the 
State, and that I will well and faithfully per¬ 
form the duties of (office) on which I am 
now about to enter. So help me God.” 

Shortly after I took this oath as Governor 
of Florida, I issued a statement to law en¬ 
forcement officers of Florida, from which I 
quote: 

“Tax stealing by bookies must stop in this 
State. Accordingly, I am instructing all 
sheriffs and constables to arrest all bookie 
operators in their counties and districts. I 
have no authority over policemen but I 
urge them to assist in suppressing these tax 
thieves. 

“I also am instructing State Beverage 
Director Lewis Schott and Hotel Commis¬ 
sioner James T. Landon to use their author¬ 
ity to the utmost against illegal bookmaking. 
Mr. Schott’s agents will be directed to fully 
enforce the law which prohibits illegal book¬ 


making on premises licensed to sell alcoholic 
beverages. Mr. Landon will instruct all 
hotels to forbid bookie operations on hotel 
premises.” 

I also directed the Sheriff of Hillsborough 
County to arrest all known bolita peddlers 
and operators in Hillsborough County. He 
assured me he would do his full duty in this 
regard. 

When pari-mutuel betting was legalized 
in Florida nearly 20 years ago, illegal bookie 
gambling began to spread like a plague in 
the State. Bookie gambling became wide¬ 
spread in nearly every large city in Florida. 
In fact, bookie gamblers became so bold and 
brazen that solicitors for bookie bets would 
go into restaurants during the luncheon 
.hour, walk up to a table of patrons, and take 
their bets on horse races to be run that 
afternoon. Bookie gambling had become 
so bad by 1945 that an anti-bookie bill was 
introduced in the 1945 session of the Legis¬ 
lature. It failed of passage. It was again 
introduced in the 1947 session of the Legis¬ 
lature, and again it was defeated. 

The Florida Legislature of 1949 con¬ 
vened three months after my inauguration. 
I endorsed and urged support of the anti¬ 
bookie bill. This bill was similar to those 
which had failed to pass in both the 1945 
and 1947 sessions of the Legislature. With 
my active help the anti-bookie bill was 
passed by the 1949 Legislature and I signed 
it into law. It was thought that enactment 
of the anti-bookie bill would eliminate 
bookie gambling. 

I also vetoed a bill which appeared to 
weaken the law against slot machines, and I 
instructed the State Beverage Department 
to revoke the license of any liquor estab¬ 
lishment found to be operating or possessing 
slot machines. I also repeated my instruc¬ 
tions to law enforcement officers. Here is 
the text of my statement: 

“Florida law makes it a crime to operate 
or possess a slot machine. The license of 
any liquor establishment found to be oper¬ 
ating or possessing a slot machine will be 
revoked. Law enforcement officers who 
permit operation or possession of slot ma¬ 
chines will be replaced. Any person know¬ 
ing of such violation should report it.” 

Records of the Collector of Internal Reve¬ 
nue, at Jacksonville, which office issues 
Federal permits for slot machines, show that 
1,033 slot machine permits were issued dur¬ 
ing the 18 months immediately preceding 
this administration. This contrasts sharply 
with the record of the first 18 months of my 
administration when only 607 permits were 
issued—a reduction of about 45 per cent.. 

Before I further point out the efforts of 
this administration to suppress gambling, 
I want to emphasize that neither the Con¬ 
stitution nor the laws of Florida give the 
Governor direct control over officials with 
general law enforcement powers. The only 
power given the Governor of Florida to 
carry out the duty imposed by the Constitu- 
(Turn to Page 33) 
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A New World of Plants For Florida 



Arthur G. McKee, Florida’s pioneering plant importer, poses 
with a ground orchid known as Phaius Grandiflora. 

Tropical plants and trees imported from 
six continents may someday change the 
natural landscape of the Peninsular State. 

By JOHN L. VOLLBRECHT 

Ninety percent of Florida’s present population has 
been attracted by year ’round sunshine from other states, 
yet many of these former outlanders like to call them¬ 
selves “natives.” It’s the same with plants and trees. The 
too familiar water hyacinth is often called a native of 
Florida, but it actually came from Japan years ago, 
thrived on the wonderful climate and has since become 
an ever-present beauty (and a pest!). Many of the most 
beautiful palm trees in Florida have been imported, too, 
and of the many flowers for which Florida is now famous 
perhaps not half a dozen are, in strict definition, native. 
Florida’s winter fireworks of azalea blossoms originated 
in Formosa. Her hibiscus which have no modern equal 
anywhere, are native to Hawaii! However, Florida’s 
people and Florida’s plants are not snobbish about their 
origins. They’re all part of the greatest growing state 
in the Union and newcomers are always welcome. 

A principal immigration station for plant visitors to 
Florida from all over the world is located at McKee 


Jungle Gardens at Vero Beach. There, over two decades 
ago, Arthur G. McKee, a blast furnace designer from 
Cleveland, Ohio, created an 80-acre garden in a virgin 
jungle hammock along the Indian River. He scouted 
around the world for new and unusual plants and suc¬ 
ceeded in growing great numbers of them. Many of these 
new plants are doing so well in Florida that it is very 
possible they will soon see statewide plantings as soon 
as sufficient seeds become available. 

For instance, Alexander’s palm, a miniature version 
of the royal palm, comes from Australia. It is a uniquely 
decorative palm with fronds that are silvery underneath. 
Alexander’s palm thrives in McKee Jungle Gardens. 

Sandal wood trees from Asia and Africa make beautiful 
shade trees for South Florida. Commercially, sandal wood 
can be grown for art carving material. Ceylon shell lilies, 
of the ginger family, blossom most of the year in Florida. 
They have clustered spicy flowers and somewhat resemble 
small orchids. Australian tree ferns, so big they are often 
mistaken for palm trees, attain heights of fifteen and 
twenty feet under Florida conditions. 

Sugar palms, source of useful table sugar in India, have 
found a salubrious climate in Florida. Hawaiian flamingo 
flowers produce blooms that last as long as two months 



The world’s largest grove of royal palms is not in this tree’s 
native West Indies, but in Florida ) at McKee Jungle Gardens 
in Vero Beach. 
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here. In many cases, foreign plants do better in Florida 
than they did at home. 

McKee Jungle Gardens is especially proud of its orchids. 
There are some native Florida orchids, but the huge lacy 
kind sold in flower shops are all foreign breeds. At Vero 
Beach the Jungle Gardeners, headed by Dr. David C. 
Fairburn, chief orchidologist, have succeeded in raising 
tropical orchids out of doors. Almost everywhere along the 
trails in the Gardens on any day of the year large luscious 
orchids may be seen in bloom. Acclimating foreign plants, 
and particularly orchids, to Florida living is not always 
easy. Right now, Dr. Fairburn is experimenting with 
Odontoglossum orchids, natives of cool 15,000-foot alti¬ 
tudes in the Andes of South America, in attempts to make 
these cold-blooded beauties adjust themselves to living 
outdoors in Florida. At present, the Odontoglossums are 
being kept in carefully air-conditioned greenhouses, but 
someday, if current work is successful, the Odontoglossum 
may become another popular flower for the Florida home 
garden. 

Chinese bamboo, of course, is no longer an oddity in 
Florida. Nor is papaya, an immigrant from Central 
America. Flame vine, the brilliantly vigorous fire-colored 
vine that even grows wild in some parts of Florida now¬ 
adays, is no more native than a Canadian goose. Flame 
vine came, years ago, from South America. 

Among the more rare imports growing in McKee Jungle 
Gardens are the Chinese orchid tree, the Brazilian monkey 
puzzle tree (with such a maze of thorns that it would 
baffle any monkey who tried to climb it), the Guiana 
cannonball tree with ammunition-like fruit, the Venezue¬ 
lan trumpet tree and Egyptian bulrushes. 

There is hardly a limit to the number of foreign plants 
that can be grown in Florida for purposes of curiosity, 
decoration or clinical study. There is some limit to how 
many varieties of outland plants can be grown here com- 



East India and Ceylon have never seen more fabulous banyan 
trees than those growing now in Florida. The big one pictured 
above is at McKee Jungle Gardens. 



Giant elephant ear plants have proved popular in Florida. 
McKee Jungle Gardens models illustrate the size of two huge 
leaves. 


mercially at a profit, but several imports in Arthur G. 
McKee's collection at least suggest some interesting new 
Florida products. 

Mexican agave and Malayan wine palms could, if raised 
extensively enough, offer competition to the existing 
liquor businesses in the state. Tequila and Pulce, two 
of the world’s most intoxicating beverages, can be made 
from agave and the sap of the wine palm has through 
the days of history sent many thousands of Indians home 
happy and singing. McKee has proved that the panama 
hat plant will grow here as well as the kapok tree. Though 
Java now produces most of the world’s kapok, this valu¬ 
able material which is used to insulate refrigerators and 
upholster furniture, could have definite commercial pos¬ 
sibilities in Florida. Arabian coffee prospers in Florida, 
too, but doesn’t grow here as well as it does abroad for 
commercial uses. Mahogany trees from Puerto Rico, 
Africa and South America are piercing their way through 
the roof of the Vero Beach Jungle Gardens. Florida will 
probably never be noted for mahogany production be¬ 
cause there is a quicker profit in raising cypress and pine. 
Still, there is no reason why a limited quantity of mahog¬ 
any could not eventually be put on the market from this 
state. Egyptian henna can be grown in Florida as well 
as tapioca, teakwood, and China tea.' Vanilla, from a 
Central American vine, can also be produced in Florida. 

These observations on immigrant plants are particu¬ 
larly interesting when one thinks of Florida as an arbi¬ 
trary island. Botanically, Florida could be a self-sufficient 
world of its own! Arthur G. McKee continues to import 
new plants to Vero Beach and each importation stirs new 
thoughts of what impact these plants may have on the 
future natural growth of Florida. Florida highways may 
yet lead down avenues of Madagascar traveler’s palms, 
across Arabian coffee plantations or past broad fields of 
Javanese sago. Florida has more than begun her attrac¬ 
tion as “a world’s fair of Nature.” 
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NASSAU COUNTY 



Nassau County is noted for its fine cattle. 

(Picture courtesy of the Milligan Ranch, Callahan, Florida) 


One of the most diversified coun¬ 
ties of the 67 that comprise the State 
of Florida. 

Agriculturally speaking Nassau 
County may be classed as unique in 
that it has within its borders a variety 
of agricultural pursuits considerably 
different from the argicultural pur¬ 
suits of most north Florida counties. 
There is to be found in Nassau Coun¬ 
ty some of the finest pastures in the 
entire southeast. Many pure bred 
herds of beef cattle, grade range cattle 
and dairy herds graze these lush 
clovers and grass pastures. In addition 
to the livestock development there is 
also found the largest concentrated 
commercial poultry development in 
the State. Thousands of fine laying 
flocks throughout the county con¬ 
tribute a veritable avalanche of fresh 
eggs to the breakfast table of all 
Florida. 

Industrially speaking Nassau Coun¬ 
ty is also well endowed. Two large 
pulp mills located at Fernandina, con¬ 
tributing largely to the economy of 


northeast Florida and south Georgia 
in the way of payrolls and purchase of 
timber. There is also processed at 
Fernandina thousands of pounds of 
fish and seafood annually, there being 
three Menhaden Reduction Plants 
and Fernandina being the port of 
registry for hundreds of shrimp traw¬ 
lers. 

From the standpoint of recreation, 
Nassau County is especially well situ¬ 
ated and has a number of outstanding 
attractions such as miles of fine ocean 
beach, Fort Clinch State Park at 
Fernandina and innumerable fishing 
areas where one may fish for both 
fresh and salt water varieties of fish. 

Amelia Island and Fort Clinch 

Although Amelia Island was in¬ 
cluded in the vast domain of Spain, 
the first record of the island’s observa¬ 
tion by white men was on May 3, 
1562, when the expedition of Jean 
Ribault sailed along its shore and in¬ 
cluded it in French territorial claims 
in North America. In 1564 another 


French expedition under Laudonniere 
investigated this locality and finally 
planted a settlement at St. Johns Bluff, 
on the St. Johns River, where they 
built Fort Caroline, which was de¬ 
stroyed by the Spanish under Menen- 
dez in 1565. 

In the 17th century the Franciscans 
established a mission on Amelia Island 
called Santa Maria; this mission was 
among those destroyed by Governor 
Moore, of South Carolina, in 1702. In 
1734 General Oglethorpe visited the 
island, later claiming it under a pur¬ 
ported Indian treaty; he named it 
Amelia in honor of the second daugh¬ 
ter of King George II. In 1763, Spain 
ceded Florida to England, who di¬ 
vided it into two provinces, East and 
West Florida. 

During the American Revolution 
the Floridas remained loyal to Eng¬ 
land. In May, 1777, American forces 
landed on Amelia Island; they en¬ 
gaged the British in several skirmishes 
in this region. The American forces 
withdrew in 1778. 

In 1783, following the success of the 
American Revolution, England retro¬ 
ceded the Floridas to Spain. Many 
loyalists had fled to East Florida dur¬ 
ing the Revolution and these, together 
with the resident British population, 
some 16,000 in all, including slaves, 
evacuated in a body, emigrating to 
Nova Scotia, the Bahamas and the 
West Indies. The Spaniards then es¬ 
tablished the town Fernandina (now 
known as “Old Town”), which became 
a rendezvous for pirates and slave- 
runners. It was in this period that 
Fort San Carlos was built at Fernan¬ 
dina. 

Preliminary to the war with Eng¬ 
land and supported by the United 
States Government, an embodied 
force calling themselves “Patriots” 
crossed the St. Marys River from 
Georgia and captured Fernandina on 
March 17, 1812; the Patriot flag was 
hoisted over the fort, but was sup¬ 
planted the next day by the United 
States flag when the Spanish island of 
Amelia by prearranged plan was de¬ 
livered to the United States by the 
Patriots. The idea was for the Patriots 


Eight 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 





Fort Clinch 


to subdue East Florida and transfer it 
to the United States as a Territory. 
United States forces cooperated with 
the Patriots. The scheme collapsed 
with the withdrawal of the U. S. 
troops from Amelia Island on May 6, 
1813. 

General Gregor MacGregor cap¬ 
tured Amelia Island in June, 1817. He 
had been in the service of Bolivar in 
the South American revolts and con¬ 
ceived the plan of also liberating the 
Floridas from Spain. Upon the failure 
of expected American financial aid he 
abandoned the enterprise, turning it 
over to one of his lieutenants, Jared 
Irwin. On September 13, 1817, Irwin's 
forces on Amelia Island repulsed a 
greatly superior force sent from St. 
Augustine. The pirate Luis Aury ar¬ 
rived soon afterward and assumed 
command. On September 21, 1817, 
Aury raised the Mexican flag over the 
fort at Fernandina and annexed 
Amelia Island to the Republic of 
Mexico. The United States Govern¬ 
ment decided to break up this pirati¬ 
cal establishment; on December 23, 
1817, a force was landed at Fernan¬ 
dina and took possession “in trust" for 
Spain. A detachment of U. S. troops 
was kept at Farnandina until by treaty 
Spain ceded the Floridas to the Unit¬ 


ed States; the change of flags in East 
Florida was on July 10, 1821. 

The actual construction of Fort 
Clinch (named for General Duncan 
Lamont Clinch) was started in De¬ 
cember, 1850. At the outbreak of the 
Civil War the fort was not completely 
finished or equipped. The Confeder¬ 
ates occupied it and attempted to 
make it serviceable; this work was un¬ 
der Col. R. E. Lee's general super¬ 
vision and he made several personal 
visits to Fort Clinch to inspect it. The 
Third Regiment of Florida Volunteers 
was stationed here. Fort Clinch was 
evacuated by the Confederates in 
March, 1862, upon the approach of an 
overwhelming Federal force. There¬ 
after Amelia Island remained in pos¬ 
session of the Union army until the 
close of the War. 

During the Spanish-American War 
several regiments were stationed at 
and in the vicinity of Fort Clinch. 
After the War the fort was practically 
abandoned, and on March 12, 1926, an 
Act of Congress authorized its sale. 
In 1935 the City of Fernandina and 
the Florida Forest and Park Service 
purchased for state park purposes Fort 
Clinch and 9S0 acres of beach and 
hammock land. The development as 
planned by the National Park Service 
and the Florida Forest and Park Serv¬ 


ice has been executed principally by 
the CCC. 

The development consists of a par¬ 
tial restoration of the Fort, the con¬ 
struction of scenic park roads, picnic 
areas, a trailer camp, public buildings, 
overnight cabins, a beach lodge, a 
fresh water lake and ocean beach de¬ 
velopment. 

Fort Clinch is one of the twenty-two 
Florida State Parks administered by 
the Florida Board of Parks and His¬ 
toric Memorials. 


ATTORNEY GENERALS 
OPINIONS 

June 10—In an opinion to R. A. Gray, Secretary 
of State, the Attorney General advised that there 
appears to be no provision in our laws specifically 
providing for issuance by any public officer or body 
of a certificate evidencing the election of a person 
to the office of member of the state executive com¬ 
mittee of a political party. However, in the absence 
of other statutory provision, a candidate without 
opposition for member of a state executive commit¬ 
tee who by the terms of Section 102.34, Florida 
Statutes, is declared elected to such party position, 
may be issued a certificate of election evidencing 
such person’s election to the party office mentioned 
by the clerk of the circuit court. As to a person 
elected to such party office with opposition a cer¬ 
tificate of such election may be given by the 
supervisor of registration. 050-282. 

o o o o 

June 12—Bryan Willis, State Auditor, was ad¬ 
vised by the Attorney General that the enactment 
of Chapter 25211 and 25420, Acts of 1949, does 
not appear to have made any change in the statutes 
and laws which provide the compensation for tax 
assessors and tax collectors for the assessment and 
collection of Everglades Drainage District taxes ai/1 
assessments. Therefore, in the absence of special 
or local laws to the contrary, the provisions of Sec¬ 
tion 68, Chapter 14717, Acts of 1931, and former 
opinion number 048-24 are still applicable 050-283. 

0 4 0 0 

June 12—The Attorney General today advised 
Victor Hutchins, County Judge, Orange County, 
that where a county judge, in connection with the 
administration of the estate of an incompetent, 
either authorizes or directs that the guardian pur¬ 
chase real property, pursuant to Section 745.03, 
Florida Statutes, to be used as the home of said 
incompetent, whether such property so purchased 
is entitled to tax exemption under Section 7 Article 
X, Florida Constitution, is to be determined by the 
tax assessor upon his study of the facts involved. 
050-284. 

0 4 0 0 

June 12—In an opinion to C. M. Gay, State 
Comptroller, the Attorney General said where resi¬ 
dents of this state convey real property located in 
this state to the Moody Bible Institute, an Illinois 
non-profit corporation, for the purpose of establish¬ 
ing a certain Foundation and upon the particular 
facts involved it is felt that such property should 
not be granted a tax exemption until and unless its 
right to exemption is determined by proper court 
proceedings. 050-285. 

oooo 

June 12—J. Henry Blount, County Attorney, 
Duval County, was advised by the Attorney General 
that where title to lands within the Baldwin Drain¬ 
age District, in Duval County, was vested in the 
county by virtue of Section 194.47, Florida Statutes, 
and sold by said county pursuant to statute, the 
dispositfon of the proceeds of such sale, when there 
were delinquent drainage taxes encumbering said 
lands at the time of sale, involves Sections 194.47, 
et seq. and the amendments made thereto by Chap¬ 
ters 22079, 22772 and 24206, Acts of 1943, 1945 
and 1947. The opinion then proceeded to discuss 
the application of these laws to this situation. 
050-286. 
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Dade Memorial . . . 



Dade Memorial Park 


By Dorothy Dodd 

Archivist, Florida State Library 

(Editors Note: Dade Memorial Park, near Bushnell, 
is one of the numerous historic sites and monuments 
which were placed under the jurisdiction of the 
Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorials, a 
State Agency, on July 1, 1949.) 

The Dade Massacre, December 28, 1835, was the open¬ 
ing battle of the Second Seminole, or Florida, War. 
Caused by the unwillingness of a part of the Seminoles 
to emigrate west of the Mississippi, the seven years’ con¬ 
flict was the fiercest and costliest Indian War ever waged 
by the United States. 

January 1, 1836, was the date set for emigration to be¬ 
gin. Aware of the uncertain temper of the Seminoles, 
military authorities decided belatedly to reinforce the 
small garrison at Fort King, near the present Ocala, where 
the Indian agency was located. The reinforcements, com¬ 
posed of troops from the 4th U. S. Infantry and the 2nd 


and 3rd U. S. Cavalry, were gathered at Fort Brooke, 
Tampa Bay. Since the country through which they were 
to pass was unfamiliar to officers and men, a Negro slave 
named Luis was hired as guide. 

The detachment, commanded by Major Francis L. 
Dade, set out on the morning of December 24, 1835, on 
the hundred-mile journey over the Fort Brooke-Fort King 
Trail. It consisted of eight officers and 102 men, four 
oxen, a six-pound gun, and a light wagon carrying provi¬ 
sions for ten days. The little company marched with an 
advance guard and flankers. Each night a light breast¬ 
work was built to guard against surprise attack. Progress 
was slow over the primitive trail, and only two-thirds of 
the distance was covered in four days. 

Luis, the guide, was friendly with the Indians and it is 
generally believed that he betrayed the departure of the 
troops to the n, ahhougfh he denied T in his old age. At 
any rate, Indian scouts closely watched the movement of 
the detachment from the time it left Tampa. The dis¬ 
affected chiefs—Osceola, Micanopy, Jumper, and Alligator 
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—had determined to strike a double blow against emigra¬ 
tion by murdering General Wiley Thompson, the Indian 
agent at Fort King, and attacking Major Dade's command. 

Osceola undertook to dispose of General Thompson. In 
this he was settling a personal grudge against the agent, 
who had placed him in irons the previous summer. He 
had expected to rejoin the other chiefs for the attack on 
Major Dade, but it was not until the afternoon of the 
28th, after the Dade Massacre, that he was able to effect 
his purpose. General Thompson and Lieutenant Con¬ 
stantine Smith were taking a walk outside the post when 
they were shot down and scalped by Osceola's band. 

The other chiefs assembled their warriors in the Wahoo 
Swamp, five miles west of the Trail, which was chosen as 
a safe retreat should their assault fail. On the evening of 
December 27, scouts reported that Major Dade had en¬ 
camped about three miles north of the forks of the Withla- 
coochee. Osceola had not returned, but after some inde¬ 
cision it was decided to ambush the detachment the next 
morning. At daybreak the Indians moved out of the 
swamp into a pine barren on the west side of the Trail 
opposite a pond surrounded by high grass. Every man 
was protected by a tree or secreted in the palmetto scrub. 

On this very morning Major Dade relaxed his vigilance 
because the open country seemed to afford insufficient 
cover for a daylight attack. Consequently, no flankers 
were thrown out, though the vanguard went ahead as 
usual. Major Dade followed on horseback. Then came 
the main column in double file, with the six-pounder near 
its head. The morning was so cold that the soldiers 
marched with their coats buttoned over their ammunition 
boxes. 

At about 8 o'clock the column came abreast of the 
Indians. Suddenly a rifle shot rang out near the advance 
guard. Then a murderous volley raked the front and left 
flank. Half of the command fell dead or wounded at the 
first fire. Major Dade and Captain U. W. Fraser were 
killed, and three of the remaining six officers were 
wounded. Volley followed volley as the soldiers broke 
ranks and sought cover from which to return the fire of 
their unseen foes. Lieutenant W. E. Basinger fired five 
or six rounds of cannister from the cannon, which fright¬ 
ened the Indians into withdrawing over a hill a half mile 
or more from the battlefield. 

In the ensuing lull, some of the soldiers went round the 
field assisting the wounded and collecting ammunition 
boxes from the fallen. Others felled pine trees with which 
they constructed a triangular breastwork. Their rude 
fortification was only knee-high when the Indians at¬ 
tacked again. 

The fighting continued until all the defenders were 
killed or disabled. At last, about 2 o'clock in the after¬ 
noon, firing ceased. The Indians entered the breastwork 
and removed the arms and accoutrements of some thirty 
men who lay as they had fallen side by side along the 
north and west walls. They then retired, but were fol¬ 
lowed by forty or fifty of their Negroes, who galloped up 
on horseback and barbarously dispatched the wounded 
with knives and axes. 


Ransom Clark and Edward DeCourcey were the only 
men who survived the massacare that followed the battle. 
Both were seriously wounded and feigned death, lying 
quietly until night, when they slipped out of the breast¬ 
work and started toward Tampa. DeCourcey was killed 
by an Indian the next day, but Clark reached Fort Brooke 
two days after the battle. John Thomas and Joseph 
Sprague, who were also badly wounded, escaped during 
the fighting and managed to make their way to Tampa. 
The only other survivor was the Negro Luis. He pre¬ 
tended to fall at the first fire and joined, or was taken by, 
the Indians after the battle. 

The three white survivors' estimates of the number of 
Indians engaged in the battle ranged from 400 to 1,000. 
Chief Alligator, however, said that by his own count, made 
when they left the swamp on the morning of the battle, 
they numbered 180 warriors. He gave their losses as three 
killed and five wounded. 

The remains of Major Dade and his men lay on the 
battlefield for seven weeks. On February 20, an expedi¬ 
tion under General Edmund P. Gaines arrived at the scene 
of carnage. The bodies, after having been identified by 
personal effects, were interred with military rites. Non¬ 
commissioned officers and privates were buried in two 
graves within the breastwork. The officers were buried 
together on the east side of the Trail. The cannon, which 
the Indians had thrown into the pond, was set on end at 
the head of their grave. 

Toward the close of the war, officers and men of the 
army raised a fund to remove the remains of the Dade 
command for permanent burial at St. Augustine. The 
second interment took place August 15, 1842, nine days 
before the cessation of hostilities. Three stone pyramids 
mark this last resting place in the St. Augustine National 
Cemetery. 


The Florida Portland Cement Division, Tampa, an¬ 
nounced that Lyle Hudson had resigned for reasons of 
health. Earl Q. Martin, P. O. Box 394, Jacksonville, will 
temporarily handle the central section of Florida for the 
company. 

A bore is one who insists upon talking about himself 
when you want to talk about yourself. 


GRINER HOTEL 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 

FIREPROOF . . . 100% AIR CONDITIONED 



120 Rooms — 120 Baths 

$3.00 Single Rooms for State and Government Employees 

CHARLIE GRINER, Owner_ 
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DUVAL COUNTY 


Cradle of Colonial History 



Aerial view of Jacksonville, Florida, looking north across the city’s great inland deep-water harbor, largest on the South Atlantic Coast. 


Duval County, named for William 
P. Duval, Florida's first civil governor, 
embraces 500,480 acres and extends 
from the silvery crescent of its world- 
famous beaches on the Atlantic to the 
borders of Baker County on the west. 
To its north and south lie the counties 
of Nassau, Clay and St. Johns. 

Traversing the county is the historic 
St. Johns River to which the area owes 
the distinction of being called “The 
Cradle of Colonial History," its tre¬ 
mendous industrial expansion and its 
vital importance as a focal shipping 
point in the southeast. 

To the west of a high bluff (St. 
Johns Bluff) approximately six miles 
from the mouth of the river was the 


site of the first attempt to colonize 
America. Here the ill-fated Fort 
Caroline was established by the 
French Huguenot, Rene de Laudon- 
niere, in 1564. It was at Fort Caro¬ 
line (destroyed in 1565 by the 
Spaniards under Menendez) history 
records that the first Protestant white 
child was born in North America and 
the first battle in North America be¬ 
tween white nations was fought. 
These historic events took place 43 
years prior to the founding of James¬ 
town by the English. 

Almost directly opposite St. Johns 
Bluff is tiny Pilot Town at which spot 
Jean Ribault and his band of Hugue¬ 
nots offered up the first Protestant 


prayers in North America on May 1, 
1562. 

St. Johns Bluff which rises about 70 
feet above the water was also the site 
of a Confederate battery in 1861-62, 
and during the Spanish-American 
War, gun emplacements were con¬ 
structed here for the defense of the 
harbor. When the Stars and Stripes 
went up over these fortifications in 
1898, Old Glory became the fifth flag 
to fly over this historic site which in 
turn had been claimed by the French, 
Spanish, English, Spanish and Con¬ 
federates. A movement is currently 
underway to commemorate these 
events through the creation of a na¬ 
tional park at the bluff. 
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World's largest cigar factory under one roof is John H. Swisher and Sons tremendous plant located in Jacksonville, Florida. 


Total population for the county, ac¬ 
cording to tentative 1950 census 
figures, is 300,898 with 202,360 re¬ 
siding within the city limits of Jack¬ 
sonville. The city, which borders the 
St. Johns, comprises 25,201.4 acres. 
With the largest deepwater harbor on 
the South Atlantic coast and 14 miles 
of waterfront, Jacksonville holds an 
impressive position as the states fi¬ 
nancial and industrial capital. The 
annual industrial payroll approximates 
$68,000,000 and bank resources in 
1949 were listed at $377,191,344. In 
1948 retail sales totaled $294,365,000. 
The city’s 450 industries produce an 
estimated 550 commodities. Its ex¬ 
panding harbor facilities linked with a 
tremendous railroad terminal system 
and coupled with low electrical power 
rates from its municipally-owned and 
operated light plant, make this metro¬ 
politan city a strategic manufacturing 
center. 

The County’s public school system 
includes 59 elementary, 11 secondary 
schools and a school of technology. 
These represent an investment of 
$14,000,000. A bond issue providing 
an additional $12,000,000 worth of 
school improvements was recently 
validated. Parochial, business and 
private schools, a Junior College and 
a College of Music are also available. 

There are 148 Protestant churches 
representing 17 denominations. Seven 
Catholic churches, six Catholic grade 
schools and three Catholic high 
schools serve the area. Other faiths, 
including the Church of Christ Scien¬ 
tist and the Latter Day Saints (Mor¬ 
mon) are well established. Three re¬ 
ligious Jewish groups are represented: 


The Reform, the Conservative and the 
Orthodox. 

Duval County has the only Chil¬ 
dren’s Museum in Florida. A Garden 
Center and an Arts Center are also 
open to the public. 

The county has excellent medical 
and public health facilities. No other 
county in Florida has more hospitals 
approved for intern and resident 
medical training. Six modern hospi¬ 
tals provide 1,081 beds and construc¬ 
tion is slated soon to begin on a new 
200-bed Baptist Memorial Hospital. 
Duval has the first and only hospital 
of its kind in the state, functioning 
under public auspices, for the care of 


the mentally and nervously ill. Jack¬ 
sonville is the headquarters for one of 
Florida’s five regional blood banks 
and the city has the only Mother’s 
Milk Bank in the entire Southeast. 

Although the county is largely de¬ 
voted to industry and commerce, a 
1945 survey shows that 1,285 farms 
were being operated, with acreage 
totaling 66,138. Beef and dairy cat¬ 
tle, hogs and poultry are also raised 
and 346,200 acres are devoted to com¬ 
mercial forest lands. 

Commercial fishing in the county 
is responsible for the employment of 
an estimated 2,500 persons, about 
1,000 of whom are engaged in pro- 



Modern bank buildings tower skyward from Jacksonville’s financial district along 
Forsyth Street. This city is Florida’s financial and industrial capital. 
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Throngs crowd the hoardivalk at Jacksonville's world- 
famous driving and surfing beach. 



Giant plant of the U. S. Gypsum Company on the St. 
Johns River at Jacksonville, Florida. 




Aerial view of Thomas Cole Imeson Airport, Jackson¬ 
ville's Municipal Airport No. 1. 



Ocean steamers loading lumber at Jacksonville, Florida, 
for distant ports at one of the piers along this city's eight 
miles of developed harbor front. Jacksonville is the 
largest lumber shipping point on the Atlantic Coast. 



Oriental Gardens at Jacksonville, 
embodies J8 acres of flowering sub¬ 
tropical wonderland where visitors 
may enjoy quiet, restful strolls along¬ 
side mirror-like lagoons under the cool 
shade of towering southern pines a 
century old. 
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The spacious Union Terminal, owned hy the jive railroad systems which enter Jack¬ 
sonville. 


cessing and packing. Income from 
the industry, the major portion of 
which represents salt water fishing, 
approximates $6,000,000 annually. 

Duval County is the home of thou¬ 
sands of military personnel. The 
$100,000,000 United States Naval Air 
Station, comprising 3,260 acres front¬ 
ing on the west bank of the St. Johns 
River 10 miles to the south of Jack¬ 
sonville, is one of our nation’s most 
strategic defense centers. 

Due to the emergency created by 
the Korean situation, interest has been 
reactivated in the Naval Carrier Base 
located at Mayport, near the mouth 
of the St. Johns. The Omnibus Bill 
providing for defense appropriations 
and the Emergency Bill now in Con¬ 
gress will make available substantial 
sums for the development of this gi¬ 
gantic installation. 

On the north bank of the river to 
the east of the mouth of Trout River 
huge oil tanks mark the site of the 
seven million dollar fueling station for 
the United States Navy. An additional 
construction program to provide tre¬ 
mendous storage facilities for aviation 


and naval fuels has recently been au¬ 
thorized by Congress. 

Residents of the county also find 
time to play. 


The enormous rocks which form the 
jetties at the mouth of the St. Johns 
offer an ideal fisherman’s haunt while 
the river itself with its many tribu¬ 
taries and lakes provides ample fish¬ 
ing grounds for enthusiastic fresh¬ 
water anglers. For those who enjoy 
the thrill of deep sea fishing, splen¬ 
didly-equipped charter boats are 
available. An annual $10,000 fishing 
tournament is open to all comers be¬ 
tween April 1 and November 30. 

During the hunting season, nimrods 
bag quail, dove, marsh hen, duck, 
deer, turkey, rabbit, oppossum, otter, 
skunk, squirrel, racoon, fox and bear. 

Other recreational facilities include 
tennis courts, soft ball diamonds, 
swimming pools and six golf courses, 
two of which are municipally owned. 

A mecca for visitors and residents 
alike are Duval County’s famous 
beaches—Atlantic, Neptune, Jackson¬ 
ville and Ponte Vedra—an incompar¬ 
able surfing and driving playground, 
30 miles in length and 600 feet wide 
at low tide. 

Duval County’s able governing 
body is its Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners—five aggressive administrators 
who have had much to do with the 
splendid strides this rapidly-develop- 



Like a piece of a picture puzzle, the U. S. Naval Air Station, located just south of 
Jacksonville, extends into the St. Johns River. At rear are the four runways for 
planes flown hy pilots of three carrier air groups located at the station and by visiting 
planes, with the hangars visible alongside. At lower right are the boat facilities 
edging the seaplane area. Many civic groups and school children visit the station 
annually on Navy-planned tours of the beautiful chapels, recreational facilities and 
other points of interest. (Official Navy Photograph.) 
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Injuries to working minors cost over 
$18,500 in hospitalization and medi¬ 
cal expenses and in compensation dur¬ 
ing the first six months of 1950, ac¬ 
cording to the Florida Industrial Com¬ 
mission. 


Twelve minors, all of them males, 
were injured on the job in transporta¬ 
tion, public utilities and communica¬ 
tions jobs during the first six months 
of this year, the Florida Industrial 
Commission reports. 


Ship repair is a thriving business at the Port of Jacksonville, Florida. The above aerial 
view of the main yards of Merrill-Stevens Dry Dock and Repair Company shows four 
tankers receiving voyage repairs. 


ing area has made. They are: Edward 
I. Acosta, chairman; Robert D. Gor¬ 
don, C. Ray Greene, Joe Hammond 
and Tom Marshall. Mr. Hammond is 
immediate past president of the Na¬ 
tional Association of County Officials. 


He is currently a member of that or¬ 
ganization's board of directors, and is 
a member at large of the board of di¬ 
rectors of the State Association of 
County Commissioners which body 
he has twice served as president. 


Accidents to Minors 
Costs Florida $18,500 

Tallahassee, Aug. 28.—Injuries to 
working minors cost over $18,500 in 
hospitalization and medical expenses 
and in compensation during the first 
six months of 1950, according to a re¬ 
port released today by the Florida In¬ 
dustrial Commission. 

Medical expenses alone totaled over 
$10,000 for the 454 cases reported to 
the Commission. Compensation for 
the injuries amounted to over $4,000 
while double compensation imposed 
upon employers of minors not having 
working permits totaled more than 
$4,500. 

Wholesale and retail jobs recorded 
the greatest number of accidents with 
170 minors in this field reporting acci¬ 
dents during the six month period. 
Males composed 140 of the number 
from this industry. Included in these 
were 86 illegally employed youths. 
Minors injured according to industry 
also included agriculture, 94; con¬ 
struction, 61; manufacturing, 60; serv¬ 
ices, 50, and government, 7. 

Work permits issued during the first 
half of the year totaled 5,151 of which 
3,580 were to males and 1,571 to 
females. 

Over 8,000 visits to employers in 
connection with Child Labor Law 
compliance were made by Industrial 
Commission field representatives dur¬ 
ing the 6 month period covered by 
the report. 


The giant plant of Wilson-Toomer Fertilizer Company at Jacksonville, Florida, shown 
above, is typical of the modern installations that make up the eight miles of developed 
harbor front of this port, largest deepwater harbor on the South Atlantic Coast. 


Nearly 300 minors obtained work 
permits for transportation, communi¬ 
cations and public utilities during the 
first seven months of 1950, the Florida 
Industrial Commission reported. 
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Lease Rental Suit 

While holding that competitive bids 
will be required for rental of equip¬ 
ment involving $1,000 or more, Cir- 
cuit Judge Hugh M. Taylor, in his 
decision rendered August 17 in the 
recent injunction suit brought against 
the State Road Department, at the 
same time firmly upheld (1) the in¬ 
herent right of the Road Department 
to build and maintain roads with its 
own engineers and employees and (2) 
the right to lease equipment for this 
purpose. 

Contentions of the plaintiffs had 
been that (1) highway construction by 
State forces was permissible only after 
the Department had advertised for 
bids, received them, and rejected all 
bids and (2) that equipment could not 
be rented, but must be purchased 
outright by the Department. 

The decree recites that there is “no 
evidence whatsoever of fraud, col¬ 
lusion, subterfuge or improper motive 
on the part of either of the parties to 
said contracts or of the individual 
members of the State Road Depart¬ 
ment ; that the agreements were en¬ 
tered into in good faith and in ac¬ 
cordance with a 32-year precedent for 
the purpose of expediting the road 
building program- and that the rental 
rates, set by the Department, were 
fair and were lower than those exist¬ 
ing in private industry. 

By stipulation the Road Depart¬ 
ment, attorneys for the contractors in¬ 
volved, the Comptroller, and the At¬ 
torney General agreed, in cases of 
rental agreements entered into before 
litigation began, that payment to con¬ 
tractors at rates set in the agreements 
should be made after sums are re¬ 
ported and audited and that remain¬ 
ing work which can be completed 
within ninety days should proceed 
and payments should be made accord¬ 
ing to terms of the outstanding rental 
agreements. 

Chairman Alfred A. McKethan, 
after analyzing the decree, stated 
that, in his opinion, the unprecedent¬ 
ed $79,000,000 highway program now 
underway will in no way be impeded 
by the judgment of the court. 


Full text of Judge Taylor’s decree 
follows: 

This cause coming on to be heard upon 
the bill of complaint, the answers, and the 
answers of the intervenors, and the cross¬ 
complaint of the Attorney General as inter- 
venor, and upon the testimony taken herein, 
the cause being on final hearing on the 
merits by stipulation of counsel for all par¬ 
ties hereto, and there having been filed in 
this cause written stipulation between the 
parties hereto, after argument of counsel, 
the Court being advised, does hereby make 
the following findings of fact, conclusions of 
law, and enters the following final decree: 

Findings of Fact 

1. That this cause concerns primarily a 
contract entered into between A. F. Rich 
Company and the State Road Department of 
Florida wherein and whereby certain road 
building equipment was leased or rented by 
the said company as lessor to the said De¬ 
partment; that contracts were likewise en¬ 
tered into by the intervenor Faulk & Cole¬ 
man Construction Company, as well as other 
individuals not parties hereto. That in en¬ 
tering into said contracts, the parties there¬ 
to, both the respective lessors and the said 
Department, the individual members and 
employees thereof acted in good faith and in 
reliance upon a practice and procedure 
which had prevailed in the said Department 
as shown by the uncontradicted evidence, 
for a period of approximately thirty-two 
years. 

2. That there is in this cause no evi¬ 
dence whatsoever of fraud, bad faith, col¬ 
lusion, subterfuge or improper motive, or a 
charge thereof, on the part of either of the 
parties to said contracts or of the individual 
members of the State Road Department, but 
on the contrary, the evidence establishes 
that said contracts were entered into for the 
purpose of expediting the present program 
of the State Road Department in the face of 
a lack of adequate engineering personnel 
and in order to expeditiously and econom¬ 
ically construct, reconstruct and repair the 
roads demanded by the counties and the 
citizens of the State of Florida and to ex¬ 
pend within the fiscal year the largest sum 
of money which a road department has ever 
had to spend within a fiscal year in the his¬ 
tory of the State of Florida. 

3. That the A. F. Rich Company con¬ 
tract is identical in form to other contracts 
now outstanding and all of said contracts 
were entered into without competitive bid¬ 
ding; that said contracts provide for the 
rental to the Department by the lessor of 
certain specified equipment used in road 
construction work; that the specific items 
of equipment are listed in said contracts and 
the amount to be paid by the Department 
for the use thereof is a uniform rate by the 
hour or by the day, the Department obligat¬ 
ing itself to pay for such equipment only for 


the actual time the equipment is used on 
the project involved; that said contracts 
further provide for the furnishing and main¬ 
tenance to be made of such equipment; the 
lessor is required to post a surety bond pro¬ 
tecting the department against certain con¬ 
tingencies as specified therein; the lessors 
are required to protect their employees un¬ 
der the Workmen's Compensation Act; the 
Department is further protected by a unit 
ceiling price fixed by it in advance to assure 
that the work accomplished by the machine 
or equipment involved is worth in dollars 
the unit value of such work. All fuel and 
costs of operation are borne by the lessor 
and the evidence is uncontradicted that the 
rates charged are less than those prevailing 
as between private individuals and owners 
and political subdivisions for like equipment 
and as established by national trade associa¬ 
tions engaged in the business and familiar 
with the rates usually charged. 

4. That during the current calendar year 
there have been approximately ninety-three 
of such contracts entered into, all of which 
are uniform as to rental rates and contain 
provisions for a unit ceiling price to be paid 
and which involve a total of approximately 
thirty-one individual lessors; that of the 
ninety-three contracts entered into by the 
Department, a certain number have been 
completed; that there now remains approxi¬ 
mately seventy-six contracts on which work 
has been started and which are in process of 
completion. 

5. That the evidence before the Court 
and the stipulation of the parties to such 
effect shows that the rental rate agreed to 
be paid is fair and reasonable on account of 
the use of such equipment and the value 
received by the State is equivalent to the 
amount agreed to be paid under the terms 
of said contract. 

6. That the Department did not pre¬ 
pare plans and specifications, advertise for 
bids and reject all of such bids prior to de¬ 
termining to build a road by the use of its 
own forces as to any of the projects involved 
in the equipment rental agreements. 

7. That the facts agreed to by the signed 
stipulation filed herein and hereby found 
as facts by the Court and hereby made a 
part of these findings of fact. 

8. That the equipment rental agreements 
provide solely for the hiring or rental of the 
equipment specified therein, operators to be 
furnished by the lessor, and provide for all 
other labor and materials to be furnished 
by the Department. 

Conclusions of Law 

1. That the contract between the De¬ 
partment and A. F. Rich Company and the 
contract between the Department and Faulk 
& Coleman Construction Company are void 
for the reason that the estimated rentals on 
each of said contracts contemplated to be 
paid there under exceed the. sum of One 
Thousand Dollars and the same were not 
awarded after advertisement and competi- 
(Turn to Page 35) 
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Duval Express Highway 



Mr. John E. Mathews , State Senator from Duval County. “The quarterback on the 
team.” 


After more than a quarter of a cen¬ 
tury of dreaming and planning, the 
300,000 citizens of Duval County and 
hundreds of thousands of other citi¬ 
zens of Florida are now about to see 
their dream for additional transporta¬ 
tion facilities across the St. Johns 
River come true. 

The program will cost approximate¬ 
ly $42,000,000. $28,000,000 will be 
provided by bonds issued by the Im¬ 
provement Commission, with surplus 
gas tax accruing to Duval County, 
and tolls from the two bridges across 
the St. Johns River pledged for the 
payment of principal and interest of 
the bonds. The balance of the money 
will be supplied by the State Road De¬ 
partment from state and federal funds. 

On July 19, 1950, the Circuit Court 
of Duval County validated the bond 
issue and on July 25, the Supreme 
Court of the State affirmed the de¬ 
cision of the lower court, thus remov¬ 
ing the last barrier to the successful 
financing of the project. 

Three things are significant about 
these proceedings. First, it is the 
quickest validation proceeding ever 
handled in the state of Florida. This 
is due to the diligence of former Sena¬ 
tor J. Turner Butler and Abe Roth- 
stein, who represented the Improve¬ 
ment Commission, and John E. 
Mathews, State Senator, who ap¬ 
peared before both courts as amicus 
curiae. Second, it is the largest bond 
issue ever validated in the State of 
Florida, and third, it will make pos¬ 
sible the largest project of its kind in 
the entire Southeast. 

Construction work is now actually 
underway. The sinking of piers for 
the so-called Arlington Bridge is be¬ 
ing done by George B. Auchter Com¬ 
pany. Chairman McKethan advised 
the Board of County Commissioners 
recently that bids for the remainder 
of the bridge work would probably be 
awarded about October 15th, and 
should be completed by 1953. 

Many of those interested in the 
project have been fearful that the 
Korean and international situation 
might produce a system of priorities 


which would retard or slow down the 
construction of this gigantic under¬ 
taking. State Senator John E. 
Mathews, who has been the most con- 
istent advocate of this program for 
more than twenty-five years stated 
that he had no fear of priorities retard¬ 
ing this work. Senator Mathews said: 

“We believe that we stand in a very 
favorable position even if priorities 
should be established. This part of 
the State is becoming more and more 
important to the military and naval 
establishments of the country and for 
national defense. The St. Johns River, 
although a vital asset to our com¬ 
munity, is a barrier to expeditious 


transportation. There are only two 
ways to cross the St. Johns River be¬ 
tween the ocean and Green Cove 
Springs, and these two ways have 
draw bridges which must be operated 
for the movement of naval vessels and 
commercial shipping. All of us real¬ 
ize the traffic jams and delays caused 
by the operation of these draw spans. 
In time of war or national emergency 
the operation of these draw bridges 
would greatly retard the movement 
of troops or military equipment. The 
two additional bridges are looked 
upon by the military establishments 
of the United States as being great 
assets.” 


Eighteen 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 








Seated around the table discussing the proposed route of Duval County*s new express 
highway bridge system are left to right: Commissioner Joe Hammond, J. Henry 
Blount , County Attorney; Commissioner Tom Marshall, Commissioner Edward I. 
Acosta , chairman of the Board; Arthur N. Sollee, County Engineer; Commissioner C. 
Ray Greene and Commissioner Robert D. Gordon. Their action and cooperation made 
the huge Duval County express highway bridge program possible. 


The fight for additional transporta¬ 
tion across the St. Johns River and 
connecting highways began in 1928. 
The Legislature of 1929 enacted a law 
sponsored by John E. Mathews, who 
was then a member of the House of 
Representatives, to authorize an elec¬ 
tion for the issuance of bonds to con¬ 
struct a bridge in the vicinity of 
Arlington. In due course the election 
was held on December 16, 1930, but 
the bridge was defeated, due largely 
to sectional jealousy. Joe F. Hammond 
was a member of the Board of County 
Commissioners at that time and was 
one of the stanchest advocates of the 
Arlington Bridge. He has served con¬ 
tinuously as a member of the Board 
since that time. Senator Mathews and 
Joe F. Hammond have kept up the 
struggle for additional transportation 
across the St. Johns River throughout 
the years. 

In 1945 new life was put into the 
movement and the idea of an Arling¬ 
ton bridge was enlarged to include 
another bridge in the Riverside sec¬ 
tion, and an express highway system, 
including a bridge over Trout River 
and the so-called Myrtle Avenue Via¬ 
duct. 


In 1945 S. Kendrick Guernsey was 
a member of the Road Department 
from the Jacksonville District. The 
Board of County Commissioners, Sen¬ 
ator Mathews, J. Henry Blount, Coun¬ 
ty Attorney, Arthur Sollee, County 
Engineer, and many others interested 
Mr. Guernsey in the matter of addi¬ 
tional bridges across the St. Johns 
River. The Chamber of Commerce 
also became interested and appointed 
a committee, with Brown Whatley as 
Chairman. As a result of these efforts 
and cooperation, the State Road De¬ 
partment undertook a survey to de¬ 
termine the necessity and feasibility 
of the proposals. 

In due course the result of the sur¬ 
vey was made public at a meeting in 
the Seminole Hotel, which recom¬ 
mended the Riverside Bridge, but 
disapproved the so-called Arlington 
Bridge. This report was very disap¬ 
pointing. Public meetings were held 
throughout the County and it became 
evident that public approval of the 
project could not be obtained without 
the inclusion of the Arlington Bridge. 

On March 19, 1947, the Board of 
County Commissioners, Highway 
Committee from the Chamber of 


Commerce, and other interested citi¬ 
zens appeared before the State Im¬ 
provement Commission in Tallahassee, 
with Senator John E. Mathews as their 
spokesman. He presented the program 
to the Improvement Commission, 
which included the Arlington Bridge. 
The Improvement Commission ap¬ 
proved the project, and Governor 
Caldwell requested Senator Mathews 
to present the revised program, as ap¬ 
proved by the Commission, to the 
Board of County Commissioners of 
Duval County, the City Commission, 
and the City Council of the City of 
Jacksonville. This was done, with the 
result that each Board unanimously 
approved the project and the plan for 
financing the same, which included 
the imposition of tolls on the two 
bridges and pledged surplus gas tax 
as additional security. 

There were further surveys and in¬ 
vestigations, further meetings with 
the Road Department and the Im¬ 
provement Commission and the Board 
of County Commissioners of Duval 
County until 1948, but it seemed that 
the various boards, commissions and 
bureaus could not get together on a 
concrete and definite plan. 

During the Gubernatorial campaign 
of 1948 Governor Warren gave to the 
people of Jacksonville his assurance 
that when elected governor he would 
do everything possible to see this great 
program completed during his admin¬ 
istration. 

Immediately after his inauguration 
Governor Warren, through the State 
Road Department and State Improve¬ 
ment Commission, took immediate 
steps to get the program underway in 
Duval County. 

On March 15, 1949, Duval County, 
Board of County Commissioners, J. 
Henry Blount, County Attorney, Ar¬ 
thur N. Sollee, County Engineer, and 
many interested citizens appeared be¬ 
fore the State Improvement Commis¬ 
sion with Senator Mathews as their 
spokesman. After the presentation of 
the program it received the unanimous 
endorsement of the State Improve¬ 
ment Commission. 

On March 24, 1949, the Board of 
County Commissioners of Duval 
County sent J. Henry Blount, County 
(Turn to Page 23) 
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DUVAL 


Engineering and Contracting 



Alexander Brest 


George H. Hodges 


Our experience in Engineering and General 
Contracting work in the Jacksonville area has ex¬ 
tended over a quarter of a century. Equipment 
of all types makes it possible for us to complete 
any job, however large or small, in the quickest 
and most economical way. Our engineers will be 
glad to figure with you on any of the following 
services . . . 


PHONE 5-2593 


1746 EAST ADAMS ST. 
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Engineering and Contracting 

Company 


George II. Hodges 

Alexander Brest 
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County Activities and Personalities 


Pinellas County’s modern $800,000 
jail was opened to the public for 
inspection August 8. Tours of the 
recently completed building were con¬ 
ducted by county commissioners and 
other county officials. The penal in¬ 
stitution has accommodations for 212 
men, women, and juvenile prisoners 
plus facilities for jailers, doctors, and 
a nurse. Separate sections have been 
provided for women, juveniles, and 
mental cases. Cells are equipped 
with electrically controlled locks and 
bars. The building also houses a 
large, modern kitchen, laundry, heat¬ 
ing, and air conditioning plant. 

The Charlotte County commission 
voted recently to construct an en¬ 
closure for animals impounded un¬ 
der the provisions of the livestock law. 
The commission will provide truck 
transportation of animals to the en¬ 
closure, which will be constructed at 
the county stockade. However, ac¬ 
tual responsibility for enforcement of 
the law lies with the sheriffs office. 

The Polk County hospital addition 


plans are underway. The County 
Commission last month authorized 
signing of a contract with the Mem¬ 
phis, Tenn., architectural firm of 
Dent and Aydelott. The proposed 
addition, the main part of which will 
be one-story with a three-story wing, 
will house 51 beds, two nurseries, 
three utility rooms, and two isolation 
wards which will be made available 
for mental patients awaiting transfer 
to the State Hospital. Although exact 
figures are not available, cost of the 
project will not exceed $665,000. 

Construction of Bradford County’s 
new $66,760 jail began last month. 
Completion of the project is scheduled 
for April. A. J. Thomas, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and also secretary of the 
Board of Commissioners, stated that 
the new structure ‘will incorporate the 
latest development in design and 
equipment and will be one of the 
finest small county jails in the State.” 

Construction of the new Hills¬ 
borough County courthouse was 
launched August 23 with a ground¬ 


breaking ceremony. The Paul Smith 
Construction Company has the con¬ 
tract for the project which will be 
completed within two years. Paul 
Smith, architect W. O. Sparklin, and 
the County Commissioners took part 
in the brief ceremonies. 

Collier County Commissioners have 
approved the State Board of For¬ 
estry’s proposal for the establishment 
of a fire control unit in the county 
during 1951. Plans include the con¬ 
struction of four towers, two houses 
for tower personnel, securing of 
jeeps, bulldozers, tractors, and other 
fire-fighting equipment. Total cost 
of construction and operation for the 
first year is estimated at $53,360, with 
an annual operating cost thereafter of 
$23,180. 

Pennsylvania Avenue in Bonifay 
has been selected as the site for the 
proposed Holmes County health cen¬ 
ter by the County Commissioners and 
the School Board. These two boards 
and the federal government will fi¬ 
nance the $37,000 project jointly. 
Actual construction may start this fall. 
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PRODUCER OF HIGHLY 
PURIFIED WOOD CELLULOSE 
FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF 
TEXTILES, TIRE CORD, 
CELLOPHANE, AND 
PLASTICS 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 

122 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 

MILLS: 

Fernandina, Fla.; Hagviarn, Port Angeles; Shelton, Wash. 
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EXPRESS HIGHWAY 

(Continued from Page 19) 
Attorney, and Arthur N. Sollee, Coun¬ 
ty Engineer, with Senator Mathews to 
appear before the State Road De¬ 
partment meeting at Vero Beach to 
present the Resolution of the State 
Improvement Commission to the State 
Road Board. After the presentation of 
the plan and resolution of the Im¬ 
provement Commission, J. Glover 
Taylor, member of the State Road De¬ 
partment, offered the Resolution to 
undertake the project, which was 
unanimously adopted. 

After the meeting in Vero Beach 
Alfred A. McKethan, Chairman of the 
State Road Department, Governor 
Warren, Chairman of the State Im¬ 
provement Commission, J. Glover 
Taylor, member of the Road Depart¬ 
ment from the Jacksonville District, 
Arthur N. Sollee, County Engineer, J. 
Henry Blount, County Attorney, and 
the Board of County Commissioners of 
Duval County, together with Senator 
Mathews were in constant confer¬ 
ences, working out the details of the 
financial plan and obtaining definite 
estimates of the cost of the project. 

It has been a long hard struggle. It 
has required hundreds of conferences. 
There have been many failures and 
set-backs. It was necessary to devise 
a plan which would satisfy every sec¬ 
tional interest of the County. It was 
necessary for the County Commis¬ 


sioners to initiate the project official¬ 
ly, and for their engineer and attor¬ 
ney to give the plan final approval. 
It was necessary to convince the State 
Road Department, State Improvement 
Commission, State Board of Adminis¬ 
tration and their attorneys and engi¬ 
neers that the plan was feasible, prac¬ 
tical and legal. It was necessary to 
convince the state authorities that the 
project was not only one affecting 
Duval County and Jacksonville, but 
the state as a whole. It has required 
almost superhuman effort to bring 
about cooperation between all of the 
various agencies and to harmonize all 
conflicting opinions. 

In working out the details and 
bringing the program to a successful 
conclusion the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners of Duval County has been 
the official local board to initiate and 
finally approve the plan. This board is 
composed of Joe F. Hammond, Tom 
Marshall, Edward I. Acosta, C. Ray 
Greene and Robert D. Gordon. With¬ 
out their cooperation and action the 
program would have been impossible. 

The development of the plan has re¬ 
quired the hard work and cooperation 
of Alfred A. McKethan, Chairman of 


the State Road Department and J. 
Glover Taylor, member of the Depart¬ 
ment from the Jacksonville District, 
the State Improvement Commission, 
headed by Governor Warren as Chair¬ 
man and their attorneys and engi¬ 
neers, and particularly J. Turner But¬ 
ler, who is the Attorney for the Im¬ 
provement Commission. 

In addition to the officials who have 
worked unceasingly for this project, 
the Chamber of Commerce, and par¬ 
ticularly the Good Roads Committee 
of the Chamber of Commerce, headed 
by Brown Whatley, the City Commis¬ 
sion, the City Council of the City of 
Jacksonville, and hundreds of citizens 
have given wholeheartedly of their 
time in bringing the project to a suc¬ 
cessful conclusion. 

In reality a dream is about to come 
true. Many have had a hand in bring¬ 
ing this project about, but as stated by 
Jim Massey in the Jacksonville Journal 
on December 10, 1949, “Senator 
Mathews was the central figure in all 
of this. He was the quarterback on 
the team which brought the express 
highway to a successful conclusion. 
He kept the spark alive when the go¬ 
ing was rough.” 
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REYNOLDS, SMITH AND HILLS 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
and 

PARSONS, BRINCKERHOFF, 
HALL AND MACDONALD 

New York, N. Y. 

Associated as Consulting Engineers 
To The State Road Department of Florida 
On The Design and Construction Supervision of 
The Arlington River Bridge 
The Gilmore Street Bridge 

.... $rxr 

The Myrtle Avenue Overpass 
at Jacksonville, Florida 
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A. C. I. Plans Important 
Regional Meeting in Washington 

Plans are going rapidly forward for 
a regional meeting of the American 
Concrete Institute in Washington, 
D. C., October 24-26. Headquarters 
for the conference, which is expected 
to attract a large attendance from 
Eastern states, will be at the May¬ 
flower Hotel. 

Papers to be presented at the first 
day of the conference include: 

“The Design of Concrete Mixtures 
for the Interior of Dams,” by Mr. 
Byram W. Steele, of the Office of 
Chief of Engineers, Department of 
the Army, Washington, D. C. 

“Precautions in Finishing Pave¬ 
ments Made of Air-Entraining Con¬ 
crete,” by Mr. Charles W. Allen, Re¬ 
search Engineer of the Ohio State 
Highway Department. 

“Effective Sealing of Joints in Con¬ 
crete Pavements,” by Mr. Harold F. 
Clemmer, Engineer of Materials, Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. 

“Investigation of Dowels and Other 
Load Carrying Devices for Transverse 
Joints of Concrete Pavements, by Dr. 
Henri Marcus of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, U. S. Dept, of the Navy. 

The morning session on October 25 
will be devoted to an open forum on 
ready-mixed concrete, followed by a 


THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO BETTER 



JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


showing of the film being prepared 
by the Portland Cement Association 
to illustrate construction of the Wal¬ 
nut Lane Bridge in Philadelphia as 
the first major pre-stressed bridge in 
the United States. 

During the afternoon session on 
October 25 Mr. Fred Burggraf, Assist¬ 
ant Director, Highway Research 
Board, Washington, D. C., will de¬ 
scribe the special project of the High¬ 
way Research Board in Southern 
Maryland to evaluate the effect of 
concentrated truck traffic of various 
axle loads on rigid concrete pave¬ 
ments. This project is being financed 
by contributions of several state high¬ 
way departments, in cooperation with 
the Bureau of Public Roads and in¬ 
dustry, and is attracting nation-wide 
interest. 

Other subjects to be discussed at 
the afternoon session are: 

“Problems in the Design of Slabs 
Containing Radiant Heating Coils,” 
by Mr. Chester L. Post, of the U. S. 
Public Buildings Administration. 

“Construction of the Chesapeake 


Bay Bridge,” by a representative of 
J. E. Greiner Company, consulting 
engineers for the $44,000,000 crossing. 

“Properties of ‘No Fines' Air-En¬ 
training Concrete,” by Mr. Rudolph 
Valore, Jr., U. S. Bureau of Standards. 

Other papers on timely subjects are 
being arranged. Also, a luncheon 
and a dinner on October 24 are being 
planned. 

October 26 will be devoted to an 
inspection trip to the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge project near Annapolis, Mary¬ 
land. 

The American Concrete Institute, 
which was organized in 1905, is a na¬ 
tional organization with a member¬ 
ship of over 5,000, representing all the 
interests of the concrete industry. Mr. 
F. H. Jackson, principal engineer of 
tests with the U. S. Bureau of Public 
Roads, Washington, D. C., is this 
year's national president. 

Hotel reservations should be made 
directly to the Mayflower Hotel, care 
of Mr. J. P. Flanigan and with the 
designation that they are for the AC I 
conference. 
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A Tribute 

Members of the Jacksonville City Commission, well aware of the complexities facing the State Road Department in 
its overall program of road building and highway improvements, have the greatest faith in the Chairman Hon. Alfred 
A. McKethan, our Second District Commissioner Hon. J. Glover Taylor, the Hon. Marion G. Nelson, the Hon. Merrill 
P. Barber, the Hon. Trusten P. Drake, and all personnel of the department. 

The City Commissioners are proud of the record of leadership and achievements of the State Road Department, 
and believe that the entire population of Florida has the utmost respect and admiration for the accomplishments the 
State Road Department has already effected, and other work it is carrying forward to a successful conclusion. 

People of Jacksonville, and the entire State, should never allow the light of their vision to dim or suffer any diminu¬ 
tion of respect for the type of leadership displayed by the Board Members of the State Road Department in improved 
traffic conditions, parking facilities, and the modernization of the State Highway System. This feeling of unselfish 
pride should hold true whether the improvements are at our front door here in Jacksonville or in a neighboring area. 

Florida, like any other progressive State, moves forward with the cooperation of all its citizens, regardless of dis¬ 
trict lines; and the City Commission of Jacksonville believes that such unselfish cooperation will produce unlimited 
opportunities for progress. 



Alfred A. McKethan, State Road De¬ 
partment chairman. 


J. Dillon Kennedy, 
Chairman 

Guy L. Simmons 

Richard D. Sutton 

Ralph N. Walters 

Ernest S. Haselden 

City Commission 
Of Jacksonville 



/. Glover Taylor, Second District com¬ 
missioner. 
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Chairman J. Dillon Kennedy. Highway Commissioner Ernest S. Hasel- Finance Commissioner Guy L. Simmons. 
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What Made America Great? 


By Walter L. Hays 
President, American Fire and 
Casualty Co. 

(Editors Note: This address was made 
by Walter L. Hays to the graduating 
class at Stetson University on August 
18.) 

President Edmunds, distinguished 
guests, candidates, ladies and gentle¬ 
men: 

It is a privilege to be with you and 
I want to congratulate you on having 
Ollie Edmunds as your President. He 
is one of the best-loved men in Flor¬ 
ida. It is good to see businessmen be¬ 
come leaders in education; it is good 
to have business ideas and educa¬ 
tional theories intermingled. 

This is an era of “SECURITY.” 
Security can be something desirable— 
and can be something harmful. The 
way I am thinking now, so-called 
Security is doing this nation damage; 
damage which may never be com¬ 


pletely repaired, and Security (this 
alleged Security) is giving us as indi¬ 
viduals a great setback. 

The dictators of all time promised 
Security. The dictators of our time— 
Stalin, Mussolini, and Hitler—prom¬ 
ised Security in return for support. 
What the people received was slavery 
and imprisonment. 

Three hundred thirty years ago, the 
Pilgrims landed on this continent 
seeking freedom, seeking opportuni¬ 
ties. Since the birth of the United 
States of America in 1776 to 1933, this 
country skyrocketed in industry, in 
education—in every kind of develop¬ 
ment. No other country has ever 
equaled this record. Our foundation 
was based on competition, on free 
enterprise, on opportunities, and not 
Security. The people had the op¬ 
portunity to provide their own 
Security. 

Beginning with the Roosevelt ad¬ 
ministration, people in this country, 


like those of other countries in the 
past, were promised Security, and this 
trend is still being carried on. For 
this alleged Security we have given 
up a certain amount of freedom, and 
there has been a lessening of Oppor¬ 
tunities. 

This scheme of Security offered by 
the Government goes so far as to give 
a certain amount of “Security from 
Competition,” which is contrary to the 
principles which made this country 
different and made this country great. 
This “Security from Competition” is 
brought about by government and 
bureaucratic regulations. 

If, in the past, we had had our 
present-day government, as it operates 
today, there would be no General 
Electric, General Motors, Standard 
Oil, or any of the many great concerns 
which mean so much to our daily 
lives. We would not be able to buy 
an electric refrigerator for a modest 
figure. Instead, we would probably 
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be like the people in many other coun¬ 
tries today—no refrigeration. If we 
had any at all, it would probably still 
be the old-fashioned ice box. There 
would be no opportunity to buy a 
radio for $25 or $30. If the great oil 
companies had not been developed in 
the past, you would not be able to 
drive a car today, unless you were a 
millionaire. 

The first thing which made cars 
possible was the development of the 
great oil companies, making gas ob¬ 
tainable at a reasonable price. Gas is 
still a problem in countries which do 
not produce oil. The big motor com¬ 
panies have automobiles on a produc¬ 
tion basis where we have the finest 
piece of machinery possible within the 
reach of a great part of our popula¬ 
tion. 

None of these concerns could start 
out the way they found it necessary 
to start and develop under present- 
day government. If we had had to¬ 
day’s government from the beginning, 
we would have none of the luxuries 


which we enjoy today, unless we paid 
a price many times the present cost. 
You might say that these firms are 
making lots of money. This may be 
true, but new ones are not starting. 
Those which tried under present-day 
regulations have fallen by the way- 
side. 

In 1916, I had a 1910 two-lunger 
Maxwell. No top, no windshield, no 
self-starter. With a good tail wind, I 
could get up to 25 miles an hour. If 
there had been no competition in the 
automobile business, probably we 
would still be driving a car similar to 
this and be paying around $3,000 for 
it. 

There is much being said about 
Security these days. There is not 
enough being said about Opportunity. 
There is too much stress being placed 
on Security by the heads of our gov¬ 
ernment. They are offering an alleged 
Security with our own money—and 
depriving us of Freedom and Oppor¬ 
tunity. 

This country wasn’t built on 


Security. It was built on Opportunity 
—and our progress in the future, if we 
make progress, will be on our Oppor¬ 
tunities. If we accept Security we 
will stagnate and deteriorate. 

In a recent speech, General Eisen¬ 
hower decried and ridiculed the idea 
that the most important thing in life 
is Security. He aptly emphasized that 
prisons provide absolute security: 
food, shelter, clothes. 

We may become modern, but if we 
consider free enterprise and competi¬ 
tion old-fashioned and toss them 
aside, we are tearing out the very 
foundation of this nation. 

In our educational program, we 
should emphasize the advantage of 
the development of free enterprise— 
of the American Way of Life as we 
once knew it—not the one we are 
drifting towards. We should take 
business out of federal, state, and 
local government. As I have said be¬ 
fore, our great industries were built 
on free enterprise and free competi¬ 
tion—and that is what makes this 
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country the greatest country of the 
world in which to live. Our free en¬ 
terprise system is one of the main 
things which helped us to win the last 
war, because we out-produced our 
enemies. The Government depended 
on industries developed by free en¬ 
terprise. Our scientific advancement 
—the airplane, medicine, and many 
others—has been made possible not by 
government but by free enterprise. 
Even the making of the atomic bomb 
was actually done by free enterprise, 
private firms. 

Universities haven’t placed enough 
importance on this part of our educa¬ 
tional program. I would like to see 
Stetson University develop a Free 
Enterprise Department; to make a re¬ 
search and get all the material possi¬ 
ble—that those who graduate from this 
University might have a true picture 
as to what made America great. 

To cure our present situation, we 
must get back to individuals; those 
individuals who want “something for 
nothing.” There seems to be a weak¬ 
ness with many to become dependent 
after they have been given help. We 


should come to the realization that 
the people support the government 
and not the government the people. 

Abraham Lincoln said, “You can¬ 
not help men permanently by doing 
for them what they could and should 
do for themselves.” 

A serious mistake is made by 
parents spoiling their children by do¬ 
ing for them what they should do for 
themselves. It develops lack of con¬ 
fidence, shiftlessness, and makes 
weaklings. 

There are those who look to the 
government for a living—depending 
on the government “handout” or 
“give-away” programs of one kind or 
another. Many have been spoiled by 
the government the past few years. 
They have been made dilatory; no aim 
or purpose in life other than “getting 
something for nothing.” 

No one, not even the government, 
can give “handouts” forever. THE 
ONLY THING WE WILL EVER 
HAVE THAT IS WORTHWHILE IS 
WHAT WE GET FOR OURSELVES. 
WITH THIS GOES SELF-RE¬ 
SPECT. 


The best way to hurt someone and 
spoil his life and happiness is to give 
him “something for nothing.” Those 
who have to battle and work hard for 
what they get are more progressive, 
alert, get more out of life, and are 
happier than any other group. 

Last year, some wild mallards 
showed good judgment by not going 
back North with the flock, but re¬ 
mained on the little lake in Orlando 
in front of my home. They raised 
some young ducks and were happy 
families. They worked hard all day, 
from daylight to dark, fishing and 
foraging for their food. They were 
peaceful and happy. But my bright 
idea was their undoing. I got the idea 
of feeding them some grain. Now, 
they work not—they sleep all day 
under a tree. They wake up fighting 
—always disgruntled—“too much time 
on their hands.” Gone are the happy 
days of foraging for their food. In¬ 
stead, at 5:30 P.M. they are on the 
lakefront in front of my home. If I 
am five minutes late, there is a terri¬ 
fic squawking. The complaining is 
such that it disturbs the whole neigh- 
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borhood. If I don't rush out immedi¬ 
ately with the grain, they indignantly 
come across the street, despite the 
traffic, and up the stairs to my door. 

Someone has said—“An honest name 
for welfare state' would be the ‘fare¬ 
well state'." The welfare state is not 
for Americans. Government cannot 
give anything to anybody, unless it 
first takes away something from some¬ 
body else. If we look to the govern¬ 
ment to fill all our wants, we cannot 
have freedom of action. 

We must remember that the power 
to regulate is the power to destroy. 
When we accept a dole, subsidy, or 
any kind of handout, we lessen our 
freedom, we strengthen central con¬ 
trol, whether it be federal or state. 
Every time we accept something, we 
give up something. The pendulum of 
our nation is swinging to the left. We 
are swinging towards Socialism, away 
from free enterprise and free competi¬ 
tion. 

The famous words which made a 
college famous were the simple words 
by Daniel Webster, speaking of Dart¬ 
mouth. He said: “It is, Sir, as I have 
said, a small college. And yet there 
are those who love it." 

It seems only fitting that I speak to 
you at Stetson University on the sub¬ 
ject of free enterprise, because you are 
a free enterprise university, not subsi¬ 
dized by the government—federal or 
state. You are free enterprise itself. 
Thank God for the small college, for 
a college small enough that the stu¬ 
dent doesn’t lose his identity and 
where he receives individual attention 
in his classroom. Today, many col¬ 
leges are becoming too large, too cum¬ 
bersome, for students to receive all 
that to which they are entitled. You 
have a marvelous record. You have 
been an influence for good here in the 
South. Your footprints are forever in 
the sands of Florida. There are those 
who love Stetson. 

The President of a Florida college, 
returning from a visit to Europe, said: 
“We are losing the cold war in 


Europe. The people of Europe have 
no will to fight because they have 
lost all hope of ever having free or 
fair lives for themselves and their chil¬ 
dren. 

People must have hope for freedom 
and justice—hope for opportunities for 
themselves and their children—if they 
are to have the will to fight. 

It is our hope that through the edu¬ 
cational halls of this country, we will 
be able to emphasize to the students 
of today and tomorrow the importance 
of carrying on our form of govern¬ 
ment, preserving our freedoms, and 
continuing our system of free econo¬ 
my. Our hopes for the future lie with 
those who will carry on our responsi¬ 
bilities. 

When Paul was saved from a Jewish 
mob and stood before a Roman cap¬ 
tain to be examined by scourging, not 
for any offense but on the theory that 
anyone attacked by a mob must be 
guilty of something, he saved himself 
by declaring his Roman citizenship. 
The astonished and unconvinced Cap¬ 
tain asked, “Art thou a Roman? With 
a great sum obtained I this freedom." 
The Captain said he paid a great sum 
of money for his freedom. Paul an¬ 
swered drily, “But I was born free." 

We, too, were born free. Thanks 
to God, and thanks to all the brave 
men who have paid a great price, who 
have given us that inheritance, and 
all who have fought and died to pre¬ 
serve it. 

We are free, and heir and joint- 
owner of the greatest nation ever built 
on this earth. We are the most favored 
and most fortunate people the world 
has ever seen. But American citizen¬ 
ship is not all privileges. We have a 
responsibility too. Our responsibility 
is as co-ruler of this nation—to make 
ourselves worthy of being Americans. 


Harpers To Carry 
Road Article 

Sixty billion dollars is needed to 
bring America’s highways up to 
standard, according to an article in the 


September issue of Harper’s Maga¬ 
zine, which states that five and one 
half billion dollars of this sum is re¬ 
quired to repair bridges alone. 

The article, “Our Roads Are Going 
To Pot," cites North Carolina roads as 
typical of the inter-state highway net¬ 
work's condition throughout the coun¬ 
try. In this state, all but about 2,000 
out of 40,000 miles of roads are in 
need of repair. 

In pointing out other examples of 
poor roads, the article claims that the 
14th Street bridge in Washington, 
D. C., carries between 70,000 and 
80,000 cars per day, or 20 percent 
more than its rated capacity. Such 
overloading of highways and bridges, 
the article continues, is one of the 
chief causes for highway deterioration. 
In the State of Indiana, 600 bridges 
are posted for lower weight limits 
than are legally allowed on its high¬ 
ways. 

The shortages caused by two world 
wars, and the political aversion to in¬ 
creased gasoline taxes to pay for road 
repairs have left the highways of 
America today in a condition not 
equal to the load they must carry. 
Truck traffic has increased from 15 to 
23 percent since 1929 and automobile 
production has increased more than 
300 percent. 

Steps are being taken, the article 
concludes, to remedy the situation. 
Road studies are being made, bills for 
lower truck rates have been intro¬ 
duced, and gasoline and truck taxes 
are being raised. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.-Reports from 896 
cities to the President's Highway Safety Con¬ 
ference showed that small but steady gains 
are being made in street lighting installa¬ 
tions. There were increases of from two to 
five per cent in the number of street lighting 
units installed. Since twice as many fatal 
accidents occur at night as in the daytime, 
this is a step in the right direction, The 
Street and Traffic Safety Lighting Bureau 
reports. 
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Partners in Florida's progress 
for more than 50 years 


Ever since August, 1947, when we completed our 
fiftieth year of providing electric service for Flor¬ 
ida folks, we have used the slogan, "Partners in 
Florida's Progress." We feel it's a truly repre¬ 
sentative phrase. First, we have plenty of power 
to supply all our present customers and more . . . 
our expansion has more than matched the pace 
of fast-growing Florida. 

We have always encouraged industry to come to 
Florida . . . and have been notably successful. In 
cooperation with both state and local chambers 
of commerce we have advertised Florida and its 
benefits ... to the resident as well as the indus¬ 
trialist ... in newspapers and magazines through¬ 
out the nation. 

Our employees and executives in every part of 
the system have always been enthusiastic civic 
workers and have held offices and directorships in 
almost every civic and fraternal organization ac¬ 
tive in the state. 

We are proud of 
this record of ser¬ 
vice, both inside 
and out of our 
regular "line of 
duty," and pledge 
ourselves to con¬ 
tinue, in every 
way, to strengthen 
our position as 
Partners in Flor¬ 
ida's Progress. 
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"Gov&UtUf the. tyield" 

DO YOU KNOW that there are 22 banks in the Florida National Group of Banks and that thousands 
of small firms depend on us for banking facilities? We serve all kinds of businesses. In fact, we serve 
more people more ways than any other banking organization in this area. 

Your account carried with any one of the following banks offers you state-wide assistance that might 
help you make more profits. 
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GOVERNORS MESSAGE 

(Continued from Page 5) 

tion is the indirect and limited—indeed, al¬ 
most negative—power of suspending elected 
county law enforcement officers. Please note 
this power is limited to suspension only; the 
power of removal is vested in the State 
Senate. This restricted power of suspen¬ 
sion is well known to officials to whom I 
sent the following letter early in 1950: 

“To all sheriffs, constables, state attor¬ 
neys, county solicitors and prosecuting at¬ 
torneys: You are directed to use the full 
power of your office to enforce strictly all 
laws, particularly the laws against gamb- 
ling.” 

I followed that up with a request to all 
law enforcement officials to submit reports 
of their efforts to enforce the law, particu¬ 
larly the law against gambling. All did so. 

Shortly after that, in an effort to empha¬ 
size the duty of individual citizens to assist 
in law enforcement, I offered rewards to 
citizens for swearing out warrants for viola¬ 
tion of gambling laws which result in felony 
convictions. There were no claimants for 
the offered rewards. 

On July 7, 1950, I presided at a hearing 
to determine whether the sheriff and two 
constables of Okaloosa County had neg¬ 
lected their duty to enforce the gambling 
laws. The three officers were placed on 
probation for 60 days. On August 2, 1950, 


they were suspended for neglect of duty to 
enforce the gambling laws. 

On July 21, 1950, following his admis¬ 
sion that he was a partner in a bolita opera¬ 
tion, the sheriff of Broward County came 
before me for hearing. He was suspended. 

On August 7, 1950, I sent the following 
letter to all sheriffs and constables: 

“The Constitution of Florida provides that 
the Governor may suspend law enforcement 
officers for six causes, one of which is Neg¬ 
lect of Duty in Office. Neglect to enforce 
the laws against gambling constitutes neg¬ 
lect of duty in office and therefore is a cause 
for suspension. 

“You are again directed to enforce, in your 
county or district, the laws of the State of 
Florida against gambling. If, after 30 days 
from this date, to wit, after September 6, 
1950, I find that the gambling laws are not 
being enforced in your county or district, 
I will presume that you are guilty of neglect 
of duty in office, and an order of suspen¬ 
sion will be made without a hearing. This 
does not mean that you are not under the 
duty to enforce the laws against gambling 
during the next 30 days. It means that I 
will not suspend any Sheriff or Constable, 
before September 6, without a hearing. 

“The Constitution of Florida provides that 
the Attorney General shall be the legal ad¬ 
visor to the Governor. In order that no 
suspension will be made upon legally un¬ 
sound evidence for neglect of duty to en¬ 


force the gambling laws after September 6, 
I will request Attorney General Ervin and 
his staff to examine and pass upon the ad¬ 
missibility and legal sufficiency of all evi¬ 
dence submitted as to such neglect of duty. 

“The Constitution also provides that a 
suspended official may be reinstated by the 
Governor upon satisfactory evidence that the 
cause or causes for which he was suspended 
are untrue. Therefore, any Sheriff or Con¬ 
stable who may be suspended, without hear¬ 
ing, for neglect of duty to enforce the 
gambling laws after September 6, will have 
an opportunity at a later date to prove that 
he was not guilty of the neglect of duty for 
which he was suspended.” 

On August 23, 1950, the Polk County 
Grand Jury indicted the Sheriff of Polk 
County for taking a bribe from gamblers, 
which constitutes malfeasance in office. 
Malfeasance in office is one of the six 
causes for which the Governor may sus¬ 
pend an official. The following day, Au¬ 
gust 24, I suspended the Sheriff of Polk 
County. 

Thus, the citizens of Polk County availed 
themselves of the legal means at their dis¬ 
posal—their county grand jury—to correct lax 
enforcement of the gambling laws. The 
grand jury can be used by the citizens of 
each county in Florida to correct lax law en¬ 
forcement. 

Despite the fact that the Constitution and 
laws of Florida give the Governor no direct 
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law enforcement powers, there has been 
less gambling in Florida in the first 18 
months of this Administration than at any 
time during the past 25 years. 

In spite of the lax enforcement of gamb¬ 
ling laws for more than 50 years, enforce¬ 
ment of other laws in Florida has been re¬ 
markably good. Major crimes in Florida 
are much lower than in other states of com¬ 
parable population. The homicide rate in 
Florida, in recent years, has steadily de¬ 
creased. Life and property are safe and 
secure in Florida. 

The continuing efforts of this administra¬ 
tion to suppress gambling were accurately 
and truthfully described in an editorial by 
the brilliant editor of the Fort Myers News- 
Press on August 21, 1950. I quote a portion 
of his editorial: 

“It is easy enough, and makes interesting 
reading, for newspapers that can afford ex¬ 
tensive staffs to go crusading for the rolling 
of heads. In voicing their out-cries they are 
restrained by no statutory limitations and 
they do not have to get the state senate to 
confirm their convictions. 

“A Governor of Florida, however, cannot 
be so free and easy on the draw. He must 
move within the narrow range of constitu¬ 
tional authority and legislative practice. If 
he steps out of line, the best of intentions 
come a-cropper. 

“Though admittedly he has had the bene¬ 
fit of evidence which the Kefauver Commit¬ 


tee developed from income tax returns, it is 
remarkable that Governor Warren has been 
able to run open gambling to cover not only 
on Florida's glamorous Gold Cost but all 
over the state. 

“No other governor has ever succeeded 
in doing that much and few have even 
deemed it worth trying.” 

Thank you, and good night. 


HARRISBURG, PA.-Nationally, in 1948, 
there were more than 1,400,000 casualties 
caused by traffic accidents . . . more casual¬ 
ties than there are service men in the United 
States Army and Air Force combined. In 
Pennsylvania there were more casualties than 
there are men in the Pennsylvania National 
Guard, The Street and Traffic Safety Light¬ 
ing Bureau reports. 


The captain of a merchant vessel 
once wrote in his log, “Mate was 
drunk today." When the mate sob¬ 
ered up, he was terribly chagrined 
and angry. He pleaded with the cap¬ 
tain to strike out the record. 

“I have never been drunk in my life 
before," he declared, “and I give you 
my solemn oath that I will never drink 
again!" 

But the captain was adamant. 

“In this log," he warned, “we write 
the exact truth." 

The next week the mate kept the 
log, and in it he wrote, “Captain was 
sober today.” 
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LEASE RENTAL SUIT 

(Continued from Page 17) 
tive bidding as required by Section 341.15 
Florida Statutes 1949. 

2. That under the statutes of Florida 
the State Road Department has been granted 
the power to build state roads by either of 
two methods: 

(a) Using its own forces under what is 
commonly known as the force account 
method; or 

(b) By contracts let upon competitive 
bids. 

3. That the determination as to which 
of the two foregoing methods shall be used 
by the Department in building state roads 
is a matter of its administrative discretion, 
and in the event it determines to build said 
roads by the use of its own forces under 
the force account method, it is not required 
as a condition precedent to first advertise for 
bids and reject the same. 

4. That the State Road Department of 
Florida is empowered by law to lease or 
rent any and all equipment that may be 
deemed necessary by it to fulfill its duty 
to build, construct and maintain state roads; 


VALENCIA GARDEN 

SPANISH RESTAURANT AND 
TAVERN 

811 Grand Central Avenue 
Phone H-3773 

TAMPA — FLORIDA 


provided, however, that if the estimated 
rental to be paid under any equipment rental 
agreement equals or exceeds the sum of One 
Thousand Dollars, then such contract shall 
not be entered into except upon advertise¬ 
ment and competitive bidding as required 
by Section 341.15, Florida Statutes 1949. 

5. That although the rental contracts are 
void, equity requires that the State be held 
to the same standards of fair dealing and 
honesty applicable to private individuals, 
and therefore, it will not be allowed to ac¬ 
cept the fruits of the performance of such 
contracts without paying therefor on a quan¬ 
tum meruit basis the reasonable value of the 
services received and enjoyed by it. This is 
particularly true when all parties to a trans¬ 
action have acted in good faith and upon 
the basis of a prior precedent supporting 
their action. 

Final Decree 

It is ordered, adjudged and decreed as 
follows: 

1. That the equipment rental contract 
between the State Road Department of Flor¬ 
ida and A. F. Rich Company, dated April 
15, 1950, attached to the Bill of Complaint 
as Exhibit “A”, is void and that the similar 
contracts heretofore entered into between 
the said Department and the intervenor 
Faulk & Coleman Construction Company 
are likewise void; that said agreements and 
each of them are void for the reason of non- 
compliance by the Department with Section 
341.15, Florida Statutes 1949, and that no 


further payments are due by virtue of the 
contracts themselves. 

2. The State Road Department of Flor¬ 
ida is empowered by law to construct, re¬ 
construct and repair state roads either by 
contract let upon competitive bids or by the 
use of its own forces without first having 
advertised for bids and rejecting the same, 
the exact method adopted being within the 
discretion of the Department. 

3. That the State Road Department of 
Florida is authorized by law to lease or rent 
any and all equipment that may be deemed 
necessary by it for use in constructing, re¬ 
constructing and repairing state roads, pro¬ 
vided, however, that if the estimated rental 
to be paid under any equipment rental 
agreement to be entered into equals or ex¬ 
ceeds the sum of One Thousand Dollars, 
then said contract shall not be let except 
upon advertisement and competitive bidding 
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as required by Section 341.15, Florida Stat¬ 
utes 1949. 

4. That the reasonable value of the 
services performed by the machinery and 
equipment furnished and supplied to the 
Department by the Defendant, A. F. Rich 
Company, under the contract attached to 
the complaint as Exhibit “A”, is the amount 
earned as may be shown by the final esti¬ 
mate under said contract calculated accord¬ 
ing to the terms and provisions thereof, and 
the said sums so earned, when reported, and 
properly audited, shall be approved for pay¬ 
ment by the Defendant Department and 
paid by the Comptroller. 

5. That the reasonable value of the 
services performed by the machinery and 
equipment furnished and supplied by the 
Intervenor, Faulk and Coleman Construction 
Company, under the several equipment ren¬ 
tal contracts entered into by it and the 
Defendant Department, which are now in 
force and effect as of the date of this stipu¬ 
lation, is the amount earned as calculated 
according to the terms and provisions of said 
contract, and that said sums so earned when 
reported, and properly audited, shall be ap¬ 
proved for payment by the Department and 
paid by the Comptroller. 

6. That all outstanding unperformed 
rental contracts referred to above were en¬ 
tered into by the parties in good faith, and 
that the reasonable value of the services to 
be performed by the equipment now and 
which will hereafter be furnished and sup¬ 
plied by holders of such contracts pursuant 
to requirements thereof, will be the amounts 
earned by the use of said equipment calcu¬ 
lated according to the terms and provisions 
of said contracts, and that such sums when 
earned, reported, and properly audited, shall 
be approved by the Defendant Department 
and paid by the Comptroller. 

7. That the petition of C. M. Gay, 
Comptroller of the State of Florida, to inter¬ 
vene in this cause as a party hereto be, and 
the same is hereby granted. 

8. That the prayer of the bill of com¬ 
plaint for an accounting as to all sums paid 
to A. F. Rich Company by the State Road 
Department under the contract attached to 
the bill of complaint as Exhibit “A”, and for 
a return of said sums so paid to the public 
treasury of the State of Florida, be and the 
same is hereby denied. 

9. That the temporary injunction here¬ 
tofore issued by this Court in this cause on 
the 24th day of July, 1950, be, and the same 
is hereby modified to conform to the terms 
of this decree and as so modified is hereby 
made permanent. 

10. That the defendants Alfred A. Mc- 
Kethan, J. Glover Taylor, Marion G. Nelson, 
Merrill P. Barber, Trusten P. Drake, Jr., as 
members of and constituting the State Road 
Department of Florida, their successors and 
their servants, agents, subordinates and em¬ 
ployees, be, and they are hereby permanent¬ 
ly enjoined and restrained from leasing, 
renting or hiring equipment where it is 


estimated that the payments to be made un¬ 
der the contract whereby such equipment is 
leased, rented or hired, shall amount to One 
Thousand Dollars or more without due ad¬ 
vertisement and the award of such contract 
on a competitive bid basis to the lowest re¬ 
sponsible bidder. 

11. The costs of this cause are hereby 

taxed against the defendants and intervenors, 
except as to the Attorney General and the 
State Comptroller, in the sum of $_ 

12. The injunction bond heretofore post¬ 
ed by the plaintiffs be, and the same is 
hereby discharged. 


DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at 
Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida, on this, 
the 17th day of August, A. D. 1950. 

NEW YORK, N. Y.-Investigators check¬ 
ing street lights in Central Park came across 
mute evidence of long neglect of broken 
lights. Two globe panels were broken and 
a new bulb had to be fitted into the socket, 
The Street and Traffic Safety Lighting Bu¬ 
reau reports. To install this bulb, workers 
of the maintenance company had to push 
aside a foreign obstacle. 

It was a bird’s nest. 



Whenever you have battery trouble... and your 
car won’t start...telephone your Standard Oil 
Dealer. He’ll be glad to render prompt, emergency service. 


If you need a new battery, and really "wanna start sumpin’,” ask 
your Dealer to show you the new, fast-starting, long-life 
Atlas Batteries. They’re packed with extra power 
...and backed by a Warranty honored by 
over 30,000 Dealers in 48 states 
and Canada. 
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S. R. D. Operations Report 


Bridge Report 

During the month of August the Bridge Department completed plans for the following 


projects: 

Section-Job 

Road No. 

Description 

1201-115 

45 

Widening 6 concrete bridges—Ft. Myers to Charlotte County 
Line 

1351-150 

S-675 

3 Bridges, 30, 150, 60-ft. lengths, all-concrete trestles 

3809-105 

30 

Econfina River Bridge, 210-ft. steel-and-concrete trestle, one 
special culvert 

7258-250 

S-213 

2 special culverts 

7259-250 

S-116 

1 special culvert 

3852-150 

S-356 

1 special culvert 

2852-250 

S-235 

1 special culvert 

6017-104 

593 

1 special culvert 

6051-151 

5-2 

Turkey & Casey Creek Bridges, 300-ft. and 225-ft. TSC 
trestles 

9006-903 

5 

Wilson Channel and Indian Key Bridges. Replace substructures 

9375-109 

S-809 

1 75-ft. steel and concrete trestle 

9375-110 

S-706 

5 concrete trestles 30, 45, 105, 60 and 90-ft. lengths. 


Throughout the month planning was in progress on large structures to cross the Alafia 
River on Road 45 in Hillsborough County and Sisters Creek on Road 105 in Duval County. 
Plans for these projects will probably be completed during September. 

Permit applications with plans were submitted to the U. S. Engineers for hydraulic em¬ 
bankment on the South end of the Pinellas-Manatee crossing of lower Tampa Bay, for the 
Econfina River Bridge on Road 30 in Taylor County and for the Wilson Channel and 
Indian Key Channel on the Overseas Highway. 

A review of plans and specifications submitted by consulting engineers for the main 
piers of the Pinellas-Manatee crossing; also for the hydraulic embankment on the South end 
of the project was completed. These parts of this important crossing should have all 
planning completed in September. 

Testing Performed by the Division of Tests 
Number of 
Individual 

Tests Remarks 

467 In addition 9,051 bbls. tested and 

inspected at source. 


Traffic and Planning Division 
Traffic Section: 

All routine traffic survey operations both 
rural and urban were made as scheduled. 

On requests for traffic lights and speed 
restriction zones 30 traffic engineering in¬ 
vestigations were made. Forty-five traffic 
engineering investigations were analyzed and 
reports submitted for action of the State 
Road Board. 

The traffic survey of the Miami Metro¬ 
politan area proceeded in a satisfactory 
manner. Approximately 50 persons are em¬ 
ployed on the various phases of this survey 
and it is anticipated that all summer phases 
will be completed during the month of 
October. 

The Road Board approved urban traffic 
surveys for the cities of Winter Haven and 
Tallahassee. Personnel is not available for 
undertaking this work immediately but it is 
anticipated that these surveys will be under 
way by early fall. 

Representatives of the Traffic and Plan¬ 
ning Division attended the Preliminary 
Highway Safety Conference which was held 
in Orlando. This meeting was attended by 
various state, county and local officials. 
Plans and procedures were thoroughly dis¬ 
cussed and it is expected that this group will 
have recommendations ready for presenta¬ 
tion to the Governor’s Highway Safety Con¬ 
ference which is also to be held in Orlando 
in late September. 

Planning Section: 

The usual routine work was carried on in 
Inventory Mapping and Records, Aerial 
Photographic Mapping, Road Life and Cost 
Accounting of Construction and Mainte¬ 
nance, and Finance. A special maintenance 
cost report was prepared at the request of 
the Engineering Department of the Univer¬ 
sity of Florida. 

The Aerial Mapping Department con¬ 
tinued the final drafting of the Duval, Mana¬ 
tee and Walton County Maps, and map 
compilation was under way on Union and 
Bradford Counties. Road inventory was 
completed on Indian River County and sub¬ 
mitted to the Tallahassee Office. Road in¬ 
ventory surveys continued in Clay, Hills¬ 
borough, Orange and Washington Counties. 
The Dade County manuscript was completed 
and sent to the field for road inventory. 

A manual on the method of Plane Co¬ 
ordinate Surveying was edited and setup in 
mimeographed form. It is anticipated that 
within the near future all State Road De¬ 
partment surveys will adopt and follow this 
method. 

The Federal Aid Log was brought up-to- 
date, copies prepared and submitted to the 
Bureau of Public Roads. Copies of this Log 
were also furnished the five field districts. 

In addition to the routine work on State 
and County Finance field contacts have been 


Materials 

Cement 

Mixing water for concrete 
Fine aggregates 
Coarse aggregates 
Concrete (cylinders) 

Concrete (Design Mixes) 

Concrete (Guard rail posts) 

Concrete (Membrane curing compound) 
Brick 

Corrugated Metal Pipe 
Vetrified Clay Pipe 
Concrete Culvert Pipe 

Reinforcing Steel 

Welds 

Limerock 

Paints 

Bituminous materials 
Mineral aggregates 
Bituminous pavement (Lab.) 
Bituminous mixtures 
Bituminous mixtures 
Stabilities 

Premoulded joint filler 
Soils 

Untreated piling 
Untreated lumber 
Treated piling 
Treated lumber 


69 

319 

536 

1,112 

2 

2,072 

3 

40 

122 

1 

82 In addition 14,602 lin. ft. tested 

and inspected at source. 

306 In addition 196,709 lbs. tested and 

inspected at source. 

1 Welder qualification test. 

7,296 

101 

830 

195 

2 

242 

8 Design mixes 

52 Hubbard-Field 

20 

727 

35,376 lin. ft. 

204,759 FBM 
31,732 lin. ft. 

190,929 FBM 
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underway on municipal street finance re¬ 
quired by the Bureau of Public Roads. This 
work is now approximately 95 percent com¬ 
plete for the past fiscal year. 

Work on a new Official State Highway 
Map has been underway. Plates were com¬ 
pleted by the engravers and the printers 
submitted proof copies which were checked 
and corrected. It is anticipated that this 
map. will be ready for distribution within 
the next two months. 
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Expansion joint material 


433 lin. ft. tested and inspected at 
the source. 

Transport tanks 


5 calibrated 

Asphalt distributors 


3 calibrated 

Base thicknesses 

502 

Limerock 

Base widths 

502 

Limerock 

Pavement thicknesses 

1,193 

Bituminous pavement 

Pavement widths 

1,193 

Bituminous pavement 

Straight-edge and Template 

72.2 miles 

Plans and Surveys 


1. Jobs being processed for receipt of bids in September: 


County 

Job No. 

Road 

Description 

Budget 

Lee 

1206-110 

78 

Realignment on Pine Island Road 

35,000 

Nassau 

7406-110 

200 

8th St. in Fernandina 

81,000 

Clay 

7151-150 

S-214 

Between Rd. 15 and Pt. West 

102,900 

Holmes 

5205-108 

2 

Br. over Choctawhatchee River 

225,000 

Baker 

2702-103 

2 

Between Baxter and Georgia Line 


Baker 

Union 

2753-151 

3953-102 

S-231 

Between Olustee and Lake Butler 

40,000 

Washington 

6151-150 

S-273 

Br. over Hard Labor Creek 

50,000 

Broward 

8619-103 

823 

Br. over S. New River Canal 

40,000 

Seminole 

7708-901 

436 

Between Orange Co. L. & Rd. 15 & 600 

9,000 

Seminole 

7707-902 

419 

Between roads in Oviedo 

10,800 

Citrus 

0210-103 

485 

Between Hernando and Citrus Co. 


Hernando 

0808-105 

& 

Lines and point North, between Bay- 


Hernando 

Citrus 

Hernando 

0804-108 

0210-102 

0808-104 

50 

485 

$ 

port and Weekiwachee Springs 


Hernando 

0804-107 

50 

Sprigging 


Seminole 

7703-104 

46 

Between Wekiva River and Pt. E. 

35,000 

Seminole 

7751-150 

S-427 & 
S-425 

Between Orange Co. L. and Rd. 46 

50,000 

Putnam 

7651-150 

S-309-A 

Roads in Welaka and Pamona 

7,000 

Putnam 

7652-150 

S-309 

Between Fruitland and Georgetown 

3,500 

Putnam 

7653-150 

S-315 

Between Grandin and Interlachen 

9,800 

Putnam 

7654-150 

S-209 

Between Bostwick and St. Johns R. 

5,900 

St. Lucie 

9407-107 

68 

Between Ft. Pierce and Pt. West 

37,300 

Columbia 

2950-101 

6 

Approaches to Suwannee River 

191,000 

Hamilton 

3206-105 


Bridge 

20,000 

Hernando 

0808-103 

485 

West of Brooksville to Pt. North 


Indian River 

8852-150 

S-611 

Between St. Lucie Co. L. and Rd. 60 

35,000 

Gadsden 

5051-250 

S-286 

Between Pt. West of Gretna and 


Gadsden 

5051-150 


N. City Limits of Quincy 

54,250 

Monroe 

9052-250 

S-905 

SR 5-N end of Key Yargo 

60,000 

Hamilton 

3201-205 

25 & 100 

Between White Springs and Genoa 

54,200 

Charlotte 

0104-201 

35 

Between Punta Gorda and Shell Ck. 

150,000 

Putnam 

7601-204 

15 

In Crescent City 

195,000 

Okeechobee 

9152-250 

S-15-A 

Between SR 15 and SR 710 

23,000 

Palm Beach 

9353-250 

S-812 

Between L. Osborne and SR 809 

68,000 

Gadsden 

5053-250 

S-157 

Between Georgia Line and Pt. South 

60,000 

Gadsden 

5052-150 

S-12-A 

Between Havana and SR S-157 

42,000 

Palm Beach 

9302-113 

5 

In Lake Worth 


Escambia 

4851-150 

S-289 

From NW C. Limits of Pensacola to 

Pt. NE 

15,000 

Citrus 

0208-102 

491 

Between Lecanto and Holder 

107,000 

Sumter 

1810-102 

S-476 

Br. over Withlacoochee River 

50,000 

Orange 

7504-106 

426 

Between SR 527 and Pt. West 

86,000 

Palm Beach 

9375-101 

S-806 

Across Intracoastal Waterway 

535,000 

Okaloosa 

5701-202 

10 

Milligan to Shoal River 

220,000 

Palm Beach 

9354-250 

S-808 

East of SR 7 

45,000 

Santa Rosa 

5801-209 

10 

Bridges over Escambia Bay 

350,000 

Hamilton 

3251-250 

S-51 

1 Mile N. of Jasper and Georgia Line 

105,900 

Manatee 

1351-201 

S-675 

Parrish—SR 64 

102,000 

Palm Beach 

9356-250 

S-827 

Bowles Canal Road 

70,000 

Hillsborough 

1052-250 

587 

Between Tampa and Citrus Park 

133,000 

Duval 

7255-250 

S-lll 

Between Pecan Park Rd. and SR 5 

47,200 

Leon 

5551-250 

S-59 

Between Miccosukee and Ga. Line 

110,000 

Collier 

0351-250 

S-951 

Between SR 92 and Big Marco Pass 

109,500 

Bay 

4604-301 

75 

Fountain OH and Approaches 

130,000 
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Indian River 

8802-103 

512 

Between SR 60 and Pt. North 

77,400 

Hillsborough 

1012-104 

674 

Between Wimauma and Polk Co. Line 

95,000 

Pasco 

1457-150 

S-54 

Anclote River Bridge and Approaches 


Hillsborough 

1008-108 

60 

In Tampa 


Hillsborough 

1002-104 

685 



Taylor 

3851-150 

S-361 

Between Perry and Pt. North 

79,000 

Taylor 

3852-150 

S-356 

Between Perry and Pt. SE 

60,200 

Taylor 

3853-150 

S-356 

Between SR 20 and Pt. West 

26,700 

Taylor 

3854-150 

S-361 

Between Adams Beach and Pt. NE 

16.200 

Dade 

8700-105 


Dade Co. Armory in Miami 


Walton 

6003-903 

20 

Section NE of Okaloosa Co. Line 


Escambia 

4811-901 

298 

Section NE of SR 297 


Palm Beach 

9351-250 

S-702 

Between SR 809 and a Pt. East 

69,000 

Palm Beach 

9351-150 




Polk 

1651-250 

630 

Between Ft. Meade and Frostproof 

250,000 

Bay 

4602-204) 

30 

Tyndall Field—Panama City 

280,000 

Bay 

4603-201) 




Bay 

4302-114) 




Duval 

7210-201 

A1A 

Between Barbara St. and Hogan Rd. 

300,000 

Duval 

7225-108 

105 

Hecksher Drive 

100,000 

Taylor 

3809-105 

30 & 


188,000 

Madison 

3575-105 

S-360 

Between Blue Springs and Aucilla R. 


2. Jobs 

on which bids were received in August and bids tabulated: 


County 

Job No. 

Road 

Description 


Calhoun 

4701-904 

20 

Apalachicola River Bridge 


3. Jobs 

in the design 

stage: 



Job No. 

County 

Road 

Description 


8751-250 

Dade 

826 

State Road 7—State Road 5 


4805-201 

Escambia 

292 

“O” St. Extension in Pensacola 


3601-201 

Marion) 

25 & 500 

10th Street South 


3601-302 

Marion) 




3601-202 

Marion) 




7204-178 

Duval 

10 

Arlington Bridge to Atlantic Boulevard 


72 

Duval 


Intersections for Jax Expressway 


4807-102 

Escambia 

291 

Alcaniz St. in Pensacola 


7904-203 

Volusia 

15) 



7905-202 

Volusia 

15) 

DeLand North 


7906-109 

Volusia 

600) 



7505-203 

Orange 

50 

Lake County Line to Tildenville 


5507-107 

Leon 

20 

SAL Overpass—10 Miles West 



4. Necessary field inspections were made in company with the Bureau of Public Roads 
representatives. 
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Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

HELD IN TALLAHASSEE ON AUGUST 15-16 


The Third Quarterly Meeting for the year 
1950 of the State Road Department of Flor¬ 
ida was held at Tallahassee on August 15 
and 16, with all Members of the Board in 
attendance, as follows: Alfred A. McKethan, 
Chairman, J. Glover Taylor, Marion G. Nel¬ 
son, Merrill P. Barber and Trusten P. Drake. 
John W. McWhirter and David V. Kerns, 
Attorneys, R. M. Hartsfield, Secretary, Sam 
P. Turnbull, State Highway Engineer, and 
other members of the Engineering staff 
and Department personnel as were requested 
to attend were also present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the minutes of the meeting held at 
Clearwater on July 3 and 5, and concluded at 
St. Petersburg on the 5th, were appproved 
and ordered recorded. 

MARION COUNTY REQUESTED TO 
OBTAIN RIGHT OF WAY STATE ROAD 
40, SECTION 3608 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the routine resolution was adopted 
requesting Marion County to obtain right of 
way necessary for that portion of Section 
3608, State Road No. 40, extending from Pine 
Street to Orange Street in Ocala. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 
On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on certain dates 
as hereinafter indicated, receive bids for the 
construction of certain projects, and for the 
furnishing of certain materials and equip¬ 
ment, as hereinafter listed; and 

WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the low¬ 
est responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action o fthe Chairman in awarding 
the contracts hereinafter listed, be and the 
same is hereby approved, which said con¬ 
tracts are as follows, to-wit: 

CONTRACTS AWARDED 
Construction 
Bids received March 14 

Belcher Oil Co., 9000-103, 939, Monroe, 

$74,787.44. 


Bids received April 10 

Faulk & Coleman Const. Co., 4651-150, S-22, 
Bay, $169,019.06. 

Bids received May 9 

H. E. Wolfe Const. Co., S-261(l), 40, 

Volusia, $273,327.96. 

Langston Const. Co., F-022-2(4), 50, Orange, 
$247,532.15. 

Bids received June 16 

Cone Bros. Contr. Co., 1008-107, 600-A, Hills¬ 
borough, $59,326.18. 

Asphalt Paving, Inc., 2703-107, 23, Baker, 
$35,294.16. 

Macasphalt Corp., 0601-117, 35, Hardee, 

$20,926.84. 

Brinson Const. Co., 9404-102 & 9406-106, 

605-A1A, St. Lucie, $13,714.60. 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 1629-103, 557, Polk, 
$9,698.62. 

S. F. MacKenzie Co., 9107-104, 70, High- 
lands-Okeechobee, 98,307.20. 

Bay Dredging & Const. Co., 1517-175 & 
1313-175, Manatee-Pinellas, $107,835.00. 

Bay Dredging & Const. Co., 1013-104 & 
1014-105, 600-60, Hillsborough, $51,857.65. 

Macasphalt Corp., 0904-109, 17-64, High 

lands, $28,831.76. 

Macasphalt Corp., 0954-101 & 0903-107, S-634 
& 25, Highlands, $61,058.80. 

Western Waterproofing Co., 1013-903, 600, 
Hillsborough, $138,079.80. 

A. O. Greynolds Co. Inc., 9306-113, A1A, 
Palm Beach, $17,747.46. 

R. H. H. Blackwell, 7012-103, 3-518, Brevard, 
$136,792.75. 

Latham Const. Co., 9355-150, 806, Palm 

Beach, $53,987.00. 

Broward Asphalt Corp., 8613-104, 814, 

Broward, $29,735.08. 

L. L. Hall Const. Co., 7809-103, 206, St. 
Johns, $146,426.75. 

A. O. Graynolds Co. Inc., 1204-107, 867, Lee, 
$13,722.65. 

Coggin & Deermont, 4801-903 etc., 10 etc., 
Escambia etc., $7,784.88. 

J. D. Manly Const. Co., S-291(2), A1A, St. 
Lucie, $64,407.75. 

A. B. Covell, F-017-1 (1), 30, Walton, 

$36,583.08. 

John A. Benton Const. Co., 9102-109, 15, 
Okeechobee, $30,731.36. 

Powell Bros. Inc., FGI-003-4(15), 5, St. 
Lucie-Indian River, $209,918.23. 


Bids received July 5 

R. H. Wright & Son, 8600-105, Broward, 
$5,739.00. 

Cleary Bros. Const. Co., 8806-109, 60, In¬ 
dian River, $46,637.00. 

Wainer Const. Co., 3206-105 & 2950-101, 6, 
Hamilton-Columbia, $92,512.64. 

Caddell & Jackson, S-196(2), S-520, Orange, 
$197,745.93. 

Fairchild-Carter Const. Co., 3054-150 & 

3053-150, S-359 & S-351, Dixie, $117,183.64. 

Bids received July 26 

Beacon Supply Co., 4701-904, 20, Calhoun, 
$22,770.00. 

Glen G. Searing Co., S-271(2), S-229, Union, 
$27,387.33. 

PURCHASES—MATERIALS, 
EQUIPMENT, ETC. 

Bids of June 7 

Florida Steel Prod. Inc., structural steel 
and bridge floors, $81,401.94. 

Bids of June 13 

Eppinger & Russell Co., treated structural 
timber, $7,067.52. 

Bids of June 30 

Florida Equipment Co., 6 portable tandem 
rollers (plus trade-in) at $1,499.40. 

Fla.-Go. Tractor Co., 2 crawler tractors, 
Gainesville (plus trade-in) at $8,678.40. 

Fla.-Ga. Tractor Co., 1 crawler tractor, 
DeLand (plus trade-in) at $6,241.00. 

Fla.-Ga. Tractor Co., 1 sing, roll port, roller 
(plus trade-in) at $2,566.62. 

Sq.-Deal Mchy. & Supply Co., 1 crawler 
tractor, Gainesville (plus trade-in) at 
$5,748.68. 

Florida Equipment Co., 1 road sweeper, 
Lake City (plus trade-in) at $1,800.00. 

Florida Equipment Co., 1 road sweeper, 
Bartow (plus trade-in) at $1,764.00. 

Florida Equipment Co., 10 ton 3-wheel 
roller, Lake City, $5,215.00. 

Florida Equipment Co., 2 Seaman Pulvi- 
Mixers, DeLand and Leesburg, $7,595.00. 

Florida Equipment Co., 1 Seaman Pulvi- 
Mixers, Lake City, $3,380.00. 

Florida Equipment Co., 14 ft. bit. cold 
patch mixer (plus trade-in), $2,351.25. 

Trucks & Tractors, truck chassis 179" WB, 
Orlando, $3,507.82. 

Empire Steel Prod. Corp., 1 low bed goose¬ 
neck trailer, Orlando, $1,658.25. 

Fla. Trailer & Equip. Co., 1 low bed goose¬ 
neck trailer, DeFuniak (trade-in), $1,606.40. 
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Fla. Trailer & Equip. Co., 1 low bed goose¬ 
neck trailer, Ft. Myers (trade-in), $1,606.40. 

Hutchinson Tract. Equip. Co., 8 gas. pow¬ 
ered tractors, Orlando, $20,077.44. 

Lakeland Ford Inc., 20 7-in. hydraulic 
hoists etc.—FOB Bartow at $285.00; FOB 
Gainesville at $282.50; FOB Tallahassee at 
$282.50; FOB Ft. Lauderdale at $287.50; FOB 
DeLand at $284.00. 

Lakeland Ford Inc., 15 3-yd. dump body— 
FOB Bartow at $343.00; FOB Gainesville at 
$341.00; FOB Tallahassee at 341.00; FOB Ft. 
Lauderdale at 345.50; FOB DeLand at $342.00. 

Lakeland Ford Inc., 1 195" WB Ford truck 
chassis (trade-in), $3,282.00. 

Douglass-Creel Motor Co., 1 147" WB Ford 
truck chassis (trade-in), $3,100.00. 

Gaynon Iron Works, 1 maint. body, fully 
equipped, Orlando, $2,781.75. 

M. D. Moody & Son, 1 tandem roller, Lake 
City (trade-in), $3,596.00. 

Sq. Deal Mchy & Supply Co., 1 medium 
motor patrol, DeLand (trade-in), $2,905.67. 

Sq. Deal Mchy. & Supply Co., 9 medium 
motor patrol, various points, $37,795.77. 

Sq. Deal Mchy. & Supply Co., 1 traffic rol¬ 
ler, Lake City, $1,683.47. 

Sq. Deal Mchy. & Supply Co., 2 small motor 
patrols, DeLand and Gainesville, $4,103.58. 

Bids of July 5 

Ozalid Div. Gen. Aniline & Film Corp., 
whiteprinting equipment, $1,524.00. 

John A. Roebling Sons Co., operating 
cables, Acosta bridge, $1,388.10. 

Bids of July 6 

Rowell Motors Inc., 10 1950 Ford V-8 Vz ton 
pickup trucks at $1,081.94 

Lakeland Ford Co., 56 1950 Ford V-8 V 2 ton 
pickup trucks at $1,088.09. 

Lakeland Ford Co., 12 1950 Ford V-8 2-ton 
134WB Cab Chassis $20,060.76. 

Lakeland Ford Co., 25 1950 Ford V-8 2-ton 
158 WB cab chassis $37,905.25. 

Lakeland Ford Co., 2 1950 Ford V-8 2y 2 -ton 
159WB cab chassis $4,824.30. 

Glass Motor Co., 1 1950 Ford V-8 3-ton 
147WB cab chassis $3,322.36. 


Bids of July 10 

Riverside Chevrolet Co., 10 Chevrolet 14- 
ton pickup truck $10,398.00. 

Riverside Chevrolet Co. 2 Chevrolet carry- 
all suburban $2,848.70. 

Riverside Chevrolet Co., 18 Chevrolet 2-ton 
cab truck chassis 161" WB $26,174.88. 

Riverside Chevrolet Co., 10 Chevrolet 2-ton 
cab truck chassis 137" WB $16,073.90. 

Seabrook Hardware Co., nails, spikes, 
fence, etc., Gainesville $5,191.10. 

Fog, Incorporated, insecticide applicator, 
etc. $1,654.49. 

SPECIAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

The Board gave consideration to requests 
for special traffic regulations and in each 
case reviewed the report of the traffic in¬ 
vestigation and the recommendation of the 
Engineer for that particular location. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida that in each of the cases 
listed below the recommendation of the Traf¬ 
fic Engineer be and it is hereby approved, 
and authority given for the placing of proper 
signs as recommended: 

Lake, 19, intersection at Smith Street, no 
traffic light warranted. 

Monroe, 5, through town of Marathon, 35 
miles per hour signs warranted. 

Monroe, 5, through community of Tavern¬ 
ier, 35 miles per hour signs warranted. 

Monroe, 5, in Tavernier, Islamorado and 
Marathon, have lights in flashing beacons 
amber, not red. 

Dade, 7, NW 7th Ave. and 137 th St. in 
North Miami, fixed time control signal. 

Dade, 25, through town of Hialeah Gar¬ 
dens, no speed limit zone. 

Broward, 84, at SW 15th Ave. West of Ft. 
Laudardale, flashing beacon permit. 

Broward, 5, between Ft. Lauderdale and 
Dania, 45 miles per hour speed zone. 

Broward, 5, at NW 10th St. in Dania, no 
traffic control signal. 


Collier, 90, through (U.S. 41) East Naples, 
no speed limit zone. 

Duval, 13, between south city limits Jack¬ 
sonville and Oaklawn cemetery, 35 miles per 
hour speed zone. 

Duval, 15, intersection of Roosevelt Boule¬ 
vard (SR 15) and Ortega Forest Drice, 45 
miles per hour speed zone. 

Hillsborough, 600, in front of Farmer’s 
Market, east of Tampa, flashing beacon 
permit. 

Hillsborough, 60, at Turkey Creek Road, 
Jones’ Corner, flashing beacon permit. 

Hillsborough, 685, at Bird Street, Sulphur 
Springs, fixed time control signal. 

Hillsborough, 600, at El Prado Boulevard 
west of Tampa, fixed time control signal. 

Hillsborough, 43060, SR 43 at SR 60, east 
of Tampa, flashing beacon permit. 

Okaloosa, 30, on East Pass Bridge and 
through Destin, 45 miles per hour zone. 

Osceola, 600, from north city limits of Kis¬ 
simmee to Cotton Motor Court, no speed 
limit zone. 

Lake, 500, at Wayside Packing House near 
Mt. Dora, no flashing beacon. 

Palm Beach, A1A, through town of High¬ 
lands Beach, no speed limit zone. 

Pinellas, 55, junction with Tarpon Ave. 
east of Tarpon Springs, no traffic control 
signal. 

Polk, 17, at Smith Street in Lake Hamilton, 
no traffic signal, but changes in signs. 

RELINQUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY 
RESERVATIONS IN MURPHY ACT 
HEEDS REQUESTED BY THE 
I. I. BOARD 

The Board gave consideration to the 
recommendation of the Engineer on the re¬ 
quests from the Trustees of the Internal Im¬ 
provement Fund for release of right of way 
reservation in Murphy Act deeds or parts 
thereof, and on motion of Mr. Drake sec¬ 
onded by Mr. Barber, authorized action as 
set out in each case listed below: 

Polk, 1219, 60, release all except within 50 
feet each side centerline (J. J. Boynton First 
Addition to Bartow, Lots 4 and Block 1, and 
Lots 3 through 6, Block 2). 

Polk, 1219, 60, release all except within 40 
feet each side centerline (Lots 7 through 11, 
Highland Addition to Bartow). 
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Lee, 461, 80, release all except within 50 feet 
each side centerline. 

Duval, 814, 139, release all except within 
40 feet each side centerline. 

Indian River, 129, 60, release all except 
within 35 feet each side centerline. 

Palm Beach, 772, 704, release all except 
within 50 feet each side centerline. 

Palm Beach, 1037, 702, release all except 
within 40 feet each side centerline. 

Palm Beach, 3153, 1931, release all except 
within 50 feet of north line of SE'/i, Section 
20, T 46 S, R 43 E. 

COMPLETION OF FSIC ROAD PROGRAM 
IN GULF COUNTY 

Mr. W. A. Williams, General Auditor for 
the Department, reported to the Board that 
the FSIC road construction program has 
been completed in Gulf County. 

Upon motion by Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Taylor, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department, that the completion of the FSIC 
road construction program in Gulf County 
be duly certified to the State Board of Ad¬ 
ministration and to the Florida State Im¬ 
provement Commission, in accordance with 
the Lease-Purchase Agreement heretofore 
made in connection with the said program. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
Chairman and the Secretary be and they are 
hereby authorized to execute and deliver 
appropriate certificates as evidence of the 
completion of said program. 

TOLL RATES ON NEW JACKSONVILLE 
BRIDGES—ARLINGTON AND 
INTERSTATE 

The Board gave consideration to the 
schedule of tolls to be charged on the Jack¬ 
sonville Interstate and Arlington Bridges, as 
proposed by the Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the schedule of tolls as recommended 
was approved, as follows: 

*1 Month Book 


Single Trip 

50 Trips 

Passenger cars 

15 

$ 5.00 

Light trucks 

15 

5.00 

Medium trucks 

25 

8.00 

Heavy trucks 

35 

12.00 

Buses 

From date of issue. 

25 

8.00 


PORTION OF STATE ROAD 67 
RETURNED TO LIBERTY COUNTY 
The Board received a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Liberty 
County requesting that that portion of State 
Road 67 from its junction with S-379 south 
of Bristol to Road 65 be returned to said 
county for its maintenance. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the request was approved, on recom¬ 
mendation of Mr. W. A. Kratzert, State 
Engineer of Maintenance. 


OLD ROAD 50 ORLANDO TO MINOR- 
VILLE UNDER STATE MAINTENANCE 

The Board received a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Orange 
County asking that the old route for State 
Road 50 west of Orlando as far as Minorville 
remain under State maintenance, and several 
letters from representatives of civic organiza¬ 
tions in Orlo Vista protesting the abandon¬ 
ment of this road by the Road Department. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the road from Orlando west to 
Minorville via Orlo Vista was ordered re¬ 
placed on the State Maintenance System. 

NASSAU COUNTY 

MAINTENANCE OF PART OF SR 105 AND 
SADLER ROAD 

The Board received a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Nassau 
County asking the State to take over for 
maintenance the roads on Amelia Island in 
said County, known locally as the Sadler 
Road, connecting State Road 200 and State 
Road 105, and that portion of State Road 105 
where it intersects with State Road 200 at 
Fernandina Beach, thence southerly to 
Amelia City. 

Consideration was given to the recommen¬ 
dation of Mr. W. A. Kratzert, State Engineer 
of Maintenance, as follows: That the portion 
of Road 105 described above be taken into 
the Primary State Maintained System. This 
was approved, conditioned upon the furnish¬ 
ing of a 100-foot right of way by the County. 

As to the Sadler Road, his recommendation 
was as follows: That if Nassau County 
wishes the Department to maintain this sec¬ 
tion of road, that it petition the Department 
to include it in the Secondary Road System 
of that county, to be maintained with the 


Seventh Cent Gasoline Tax Fund. This was 
sustained. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the Board approved the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Engineer as stated above. 

REQUEST FOR BRIDGE ON 
CONNER’S HIGHWAY 
A request was received from Bessemer 
Properties, Inc., for a bridge on Conner’s 
Highway, near Port Myacca, and was re¬ 
ferred to Attorney John W. McWhirter, Dis¬ 
trict Engineer Watson and to the Assistant 
State Highway Engineer Mr. Scott Reynolds, 
for study and recommendation. 

REQUEST FOR TRAFFIC SURVEY IN 
WINTER HAVEN AREA 
Request from the City Commission of the 
City of Winter Haven for a survey of traffic 
in that area was received. It was agreed 
that the Department would try to get to this 
when suitable personnel is available. 

MAINTENANCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY 
The Board received a resolution from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Pinellas 
County asking that the portion of County 
Road No. 6, Roosevelt Boulevard, from Four 
Corners, east of Largo, southeasterly to 
Ulmerton Boulevard, be taken over for State 
maintenance. The recommendation of Mr. 
Kratzert, State Engineer of Maintenance, 
referred to part of this section of road being 
used as a runway during the last war, neces¬ 
sitating the removal of part of the surfacing 
from that section used as a runway, and 
recommending that the Department not take 
it over for primary state maintenance, but 
for secondary maintenance. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
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Drake, the Board approved the recommenda¬ 
tion of Mr. Kratzert, as set out in his memo¬ 
randum dated July 28, addressed to Mr. 
Hartsfield, Secretary. 

IT. S. ARMY ENGINEERS REQUEST 
TITLE TO ROAD IN BREVARD COUNTY 
The Board received a request from the Dis¬ 
trict Engineer, Corps of Engineers, U. S. 
Army, that option to purchase that section 
of Road A1A lying within the limits of the 
Patrick Air Force Base, a 4-mile section of 
100 foot right of way, be granted to the 
United States of America, that the road may 
be closed for security reasons. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the matter was referred to the Engi¬ 
neer and the Attorney for proper handling. 

DISCLAIMER TO OLD LOCATION OF 
SEC. 4904, SR 30 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
A request was made on behalf of the City 
of Carrabelle and Lewis E. Sperring as Re¬ 
ceiver of Gordan Land Company for a dis¬ 
claimer of the Department’s interest in that 
part of State Road 30 which will be aban¬ 
doned by reason of relocation of a part of 
Section 4904, State Road 30 in Franklin 
County, in exchange for conveyance of new 
lands required for the widening and reloca¬ 
tion in accordance with the right of way 
map and plans for 4904—107. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the execution of such a disclaimer 
was authorized, said disclaimer to become 
effective upon completion of the construction 
of this section of road on its new location. 


RELEASE OF R/W ADJACENT TO 
MILLS STREET IN ORLANDO 

A request was received from Green’s Fuel 
System Sales Company, Inc. for the release 
of State title to the land adjacent to the 
west side of Mills Street (SR 15 and SR 600) 
south of Lake Rowena in Orlando. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Chairman and Secretary were 
authorized to execute a disclaimer to the 
Department’s interest in said land. 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF LAND 

NEAR CAUSEWAY AT TITUSVILLE 
SECTION 7016, SR 402, BREVARD COUNTY 

Mr. Ed Poe of Titusville appeared before 
the Board, representing his mother in the 
interest of their property on the south side 
of the west approach to the Causeway across 
the Indian River at Titusville. He stated it 
was their desire to pump in their land in 
this area for use as building sites, and he 
asked the Department to release its title to 
the submerged lands in front of their prop¬ 
erty, saying he would like to work out some 
development that would be agreeable to the 
Department. The Engineer of Right of Way 
advised that title vested in the Road De¬ 
partment by a quit claim deed from Cocoa 
Speculation Company and an easement from 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund. Mr. Poe was requested to submit his 
request in detail by letter and a map in 
order that the Department might take it 
under consideration. 


MANATEE COUNTY REQUESTS ONECO 
TO MANATEE ROAD 
Consideration was given to the request 
from Manatee County residents through 
numerous petitions, that the Oneco-Manatee 
Road be widened and rebuilt. It was agreed 
that no definite commitment should be made 
until the new road between Bradenton and 
Sarasota has been completed; however, it 
was the recommendation of the Board Mem¬ 
ber from this District that the Oneco Road 
be reconditioned. 

VOLUSIA COUNTY ASKS ADVANCE FOR 
RELOCATION OF UTILITY LINES 
The Board received resolutions from the 
Board of County Commissioners of Volusia 
County requesting the Department to ad¬ 
vance funds for the relocation of water and 
sewer utilities on the Ridgewood Avenue 
project, at an estimated cost of $115,000 in 
Daytona Beach and $67,000 in Holly Hill. 
Discussion followed, including the status of 
the accounts for previous advances to the 
County for right of way. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, it was resolved that the request be 
denied, but that the Department would have 
W. L. Cobb Construction Company, contrac¬ 
tor on Federal Aid Project UI-oo3-6(l), 
State Road 5, do such work as is actually 
necessary for the proper construction of this 
project. 

PINELLAS COUNTY URGES WORK ON 
STATE ROAD 55 

A request was received from the Board of 
County Commissioners of Pinellas County 
urging the letting of an additional contract 
on State Road 55 in order that as much of 
the highway may be constructed before cur¬ 
tailment may affect road materials, equip¬ 
ment and labor. The Board felt that it was 
not possible to make a definite commitment, 
but instructed the State Highway Engineer 
to have his engineers proceed with all pos¬ 
sible haste on the work on this road to Cen¬ 
tral Avenue in St. Petersburg. 
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APPROPRIATION FOR FLORIDA 
DEFENSE COUNCIL* 

The question of the Department’s share in 
the expense of the State Defense Council 
was brought up in the amount of $10,000. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, it was agreed that the Department 
appropriate the sum of $10,000 toward the 
State Defense Council, such appropriation 
to be subject to approval by the Depart¬ 
ment Legal Division. 

MARTIN COUNTY ASKS REMOVAL OF 
OLD BRIDGE ON SR 76 
Request was received in the form of a 
resolution from the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners of Martin County that the De¬ 
partment remove the old bridge over the 
South Fork of the St. Lucie River, on the 
portion of State Road No. 76 which has 
been abandoned by the Department. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Department 
has no objection to the County’s removing 
the bridge on the abandoned part of State 
Road No. 76 in St. Lucie County. 

PROPOSED WAYSIDE PARK NEAR 
KINGLING PROPERTY, SARASOTA 
The Board entered into some discussion of 
the wayside park which had been proposed 
near the State-owned Ringling property at 
Sarasota, but deferred action for further 
study. 

FERNANDINA PORT AUTHORITY 
The matter of additional funds for the 
completion and putting into operation of the 
Fernandina Port Authority toll road (SR 
105) was taken up for consideration. 

At the Board meeting in Clearwater on 
July 3, the Board approved the issuance of 
an additional $100,000 of Pari Passu Bonds 
by the Port Authority for completion of the 
project, for payment of right of way costs 
and other bills, and putting the toll road in 
operation, which approval was granted sub¬ 
ject to approval of the Legal Division of the 
Department. It was pointed out that the 
issue of an additional $100,000 of bonds by 
the Authority, with the approval of the 
Department, would have an effect on the 
lease-purchase agreement and bond resolu¬ 
tion covering the funding of the $28,000,000 
Jacksonville Expressway program. The reve¬ 
nue bonds of the Jacksonville Expressway 
program are being backed by a pledge of 
tolls, together with a pledge of the 80 percent 
surplus second gas tax of Duval County. The 
lease-purchase agreement and the bond reso¬ 
lution on the Jacksonville program recite 
that up to $40,000 a year out of the Duval 
County surplus second gas tax is pledged to 
the Fernandina Port Authority toll road for 
repayment of a $4,600,000 revenue bond issue. 
It was feared that the issuance of an addi¬ 
tional $100,000 of Pari Passu Bonds for the 


Port Authority toll road would have an ad¬ 
verse effect on the funding of the Jackson¬ 
ville Expressway bond. 

In consideration of this, the Fernandina 
Port Authority filed a resolution asking the 
Department to advance up to $85,000 for 
completion and putting into operation of the 
toll road in lieu of approving the issue of an 
additional $100,000 of bonds by the Authority. 

Upon motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
Mr. Barber, the Board unanimously approved 
making the advance of up to $85,000 to the 
Port Authority subject to an agreement by 
the Port Authority to repay these funds at 
the earliest date out of any toll revenue ac¬ 
cruing to the Authority, after payment of 
debt service, operation and maintenance 
costs on the toll road. The Chairman and 
Secretary were authorized to enter into such 
an agreement for advance and repayment 
with the Fernandina Port Authority. 

APPROVAL OF AUDITOR’S REPORT 
FOR JULY 

Each member of the Board said he had 
received the Auditor’s report for the month 
of July and on motion of Mr. Drake, sec¬ 
onded by Mr. Barber, it was approved. 

RESOLUTIONS OF APPROVAL AND 
CONFIDENCE 

The Secretary presented several resolutions 
which had been received from Boards* of 
County Commissioners and civic organiza¬ 
tions, all expressing confidence in the Chair¬ 
man and members of the State Road Board 
and approval of the work program in opera¬ 
tion by the Department. Mr. McKethan 
asked Member Nelson to preside. 

Mr. Drake moved, Mr. McKethan seconded, 
and the members voted unanimously in favor 
of expressing appreciation to Citrus, Her¬ 
nando and Pinellas Counties and to the 
Kiwanis Club of Inverness, and for the full 
text of said resolutions to be set out in the 
records of this meeting. 


Resolution from Citrus County 
“WHEREAS, the attention of the Board 
of County Commissioners of Citrus County, 
Florida, has been called to a recent suit filed 
by one Robert O. Ghiotto and Andrew J. 
Sims against the State Road Department in¬ 
volving the construction and building of 
what is known as Chassahowitzka Road; 
and 

“WHEREAS, the attention of said Board 
has been called to certain newspaper pub¬ 
licity with reference to the handling of 
equipment used for building said road; and 
“WHEREAS, this Board is familiar with 
the construction of said road and the use¬ 
fulness of the same and is of the opinion that 
said suit is purely a political one filed .by 
the Plaintiffs in an effort to get their names 
before the public of the State of Florida; and 
“WHEREAS, this Board is of the opinion 
that the Plaintiffs in said suit are no more 
than two disgruntled former State Road De- 
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partment employees who have been released 
from employment or who have severed their 
employment on account of some grudge, dis¬ 
appointment or disillusionment, 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Citrus County, Florida, as follows: 

“1. That this Board go on record to the 
effect that the construction and building of 
said Road meets with the hearty approval 
of this Board; that the money so spent was 
well spent; that the road serves a useful 
purpose and that it was economically built 
and constructed. 

“2. That the filing of the suit mentioned 
above by said parties be condemned by rea¬ 
son of the fact it was apparent it was 
through a political move or a publicity stunt 
or a suit filed by said parties on account of 
the fact that they have been relieved of their 
employment by the State Road Department 
and that they are now, therefore, disgruntled 
and seeking to appear for personal reasons 
to exploit the State Road Department and to 
cause as much confusion as possible. 

“3. That two certified copies of this Reso¬ 
lution be furnished Honorable Alfred A. Mc- 
Kethan, Chairman of the State Road Depart¬ 
ment, and that said Chairman be advised 
that this Board highly approves the build¬ 
ing of the road mentioned above; and, like¬ 
wise, the aggressiveness of Mr. McKethan 
in his present work; and likewise, the high 
caliber of honesty and integrity which this 
Board knows Mr. McKethan, likewise Honor¬ 
able Trusten P. Drake, member of the Board 
from this District; and, likewise, the other 
members of the Board of the State Road 
Department have, and the Board of County 
Commissioners of Citrus County, Florida, 
hereby affirms their high respect for the 
ability and the integrity of the State Road 


Department of Florida.” Dated August 7 
A. D. 1950. 

Resolution of Manatee County 

“WHEREAS, the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners in and for Manatee County, Flor¬ 
ida, realizing that Manatee County and its 
people are greatly indebted to Honorable 
Alfred McKethan, Chairman of the State 
Road Department of the State of Florida, 
for his fine cooperation with the Board of 
County Commissioners in solving success¬ 
fully both the county’s primary and second¬ 
ary road problems and as a manifestation of 
appreciation for the constructive worth and 
merit of the services that Mr. McKethan has 
rendered not only Manatee County, but the 
State as a whole, does hereby adopt the fol¬ 
lowing resolution: 

“BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of 
County Commissioners in and for Manatee 
County, Florida, that it expresses its com¬ 
plete confidence in the integrity, worth, 
merit and service of the said Alfred Mc¬ 
Kethan, Chairman of the State Road De¬ 
partment, who has, by his numerous confer¬ 
ences, public addresses and public appear¬ 
ances, together with his close cooperation 
with the various Boards of County Commis¬ 
sioners of the State, not only made the peo¬ 
ple of Florida road-conscious, but has ac¬ 
complished great and constructive develop¬ 
ment throughout the State of Florida in the 
way of planning, repairing and building 
bridges and both primary and secondary 
roads. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
although this expression and manifestation 
of complete confidence in his integrity and 
ability is purely voluntary, it is nevertheless 
the sense of this Board that a certified copy 
of this resolution be forwarded to Mr. Mc¬ 


Kethan and a copy thereof be furnished the 
local press.” 

Resolution of Kiwanis Club of 
City of Inverness 

“WHEREAS, the State Road Department 
is cooperating with the Board of County 
Commissioners of Citrus County in the con¬ 
struction of roads, and 

“WHEREAS, the carrying out of the pro¬ 
gram as planned by the State Road Depart¬ 
ment will be of great economic benefit to 
Citrus County and its future development 
depends largely thereon, and 

“WHEREAS, as a part of said program 
the State has completed State Road No. 48 
which is a splendid road from Chassa- 
howitzka to State Road No. 55, also known 
as U. S. Highway No. 19, and the construc¬ 
tion of this road now makes readily ac¬ 
cessible to fishermen the fine fishing waters 
of Chassahowitzka River, and 

“WHEREAS, the citizens of said County 
are very grateful for said road, and other 
roads that have been or are to be con¬ 
structed, 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the Kiwanis Club of the City of Inverness 
that the Honorable Fuller Warren, Governor, 
the Honorable Alfred A. McKethan, Chair¬ 
man of the State Road Department, Honor¬ 
able Trusten P. Drake, member of the State 
Road Board for this District, and the other 
members of the Board, be and they are here¬ 
by highly commended for building said road 
and same is greatly appreciated by the citi¬ 
zens of Citrus County. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we 
hereby express our faith and confidence in 
the said Honorable Fuller Warren and 
Honorable Alfred A. McKethan and all 
other members of the State Road Board in 
the program they have laid out for Citrus 
County, and for the State of Florida, and we 
hereby commend them to the people of Flor¬ 
ida for their honesty, integrity and good 
faith in contributing so largely to the present 
and further development of our great State. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we 
regret any action that has been or may be 
taken to retard the program so laid out for 
Florida’s future development by the State 
Road Department and other Governmental 
agencies. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
President and Secretary be and they are 
hereby directed to sign this Resolution and 
transmit the original to the Honorable Fuller 
Warren, Governor, Tallahassee, Florida, and 
copies thereof to Honorable Alfred A. Mc¬ 
Kethan, Chairman, State Road Department, 
Tallahassee, Florida, Honorable Trusten P. 
Drake, Ocala, Florida, Tampa Morning 
Tribune, Florida Times-Union and Citrus 
County Chronicle.” Dated August 1, 1950. 

Resolution of Pinellas County 

“WHEREAS, the State Road Department 
has completed the construction of the Gulf 
Coast Highway north from Gulf to Bay 
Boulevard, State Road No. 60, to the Pasco 
County line, and 

“WHEREAS, they are now preparing to 
start work on another section of the Gulf 
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Coast Highway in Pinellas County and also 
on a connecting link from the Gulf Coast 
Highway toward Tampa, and 

“WHEREAS, the work done by the State 
Road Department in Pinellas County under 
the Chairmanship of the Honorable Alfred 
A. McKethan has been so planned so as to 
give the traveling public a greater benefit 
from the gasoline tax paid in Pinellas County 
than we have had in the past, and 

“WHEREAS, this Board desires to express 
its appreciation to the Honorable Alfred A. 
McKethan for his cooperation and assistance 
in the County. 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Pinellas County, Florida, that this Board go 
on record as commending the Honorable 
Alfred A. McKethan, Chairman of the State 
Road Department, for his splendid work in 
giving Pinellas County a part of the gasoline 
tax funds to which it has been entitled dur¬ 
ing the past twenty years, and 
“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we 
endorse the program of work established by 
the Road Department in Pinellas County and 
from our observation in all of the State of 
Florida. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this 
Board feels that the Honorable Alfred A. 
McKethan is now and has been doing an 
extraordinarily conscientious, economical and 
commendable job for the taxpayers of the 
State of Florida. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a 
copy of this Resolution be spread in the 
minutes of this Board and a certified copy 
be forwarded to the Honorable Alfred A. 
McKethan.” Dated August 15, 1950. 

CHAIRMAN McKETHAN AGAIN TAKES 
THE CHAIR 

NEW CONVICT CAMPS 
The Chairman reported to the Board on 
the progress of the new convict camps, 
stating that Camp 8515 at Largo and Camp 
8520 at Brooksville would be completed in 
approximately sixty days, and Camp 8518 
at Doctor’s Inlet and Camp 8542 at Palm 
Beach, around the first of the year. The 
latter two, he stated, would be of steel con¬ 
struction, for permanency, but could be dis¬ 
mantled and moved if it becomes necessary. 

ROAD 64 IN HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
Mr. J. T. Bize, Chief Right of Way Agent, 
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and Mr. Talbot Whitfield, Right of Way 
Attorney, were called on for a report on the 
progress being made in securing right of way 
for that part of State Road 64 in Highlands 
County between the Hardee County Line 
and Avon Park. They reported in substance 
as follows: That Highlands County, through 
its Attorney, filed a condemnation suit on 
certain parcels of land on this road. There¬ 
after, the Attorney made agreements with 
all of the defendants for stipulated amounts 
for damages. The Department approved and 
paid some of these agreements but others 
were rejected by the Department and not 
paid because they were considered excessive. 
Then the Department secured the services 
of Mr. Victor Yates and Mr. Harold Green, 
members of the National Association of 
Appraisers, who made a very thorough and 
comprehensive appraisal. According to their 
appraisal the prices which had been agreed 
on by the County, but rejected by the De¬ 
partment, were found to be excessive. The 
County Commissioners and County Attorney 
refused to lower the amounts on these re¬ 
jected agreements or to submit them to a 
jury on expert evidence for a verdict. Instead, 
they insisted upon payment of the original 
amount. The County Attorney had full con¬ 
trol of the suit and could do as he chose. 
He chose to proceed contrary to the wishes 
of the Department and did complete the suit 
on that basis. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Chairman be 
and he is authorized to cancel all or any 
part of the contract with Cone Bros. Con¬ 
tracting Company covering the project on 
this section of road, and the Engineering 
Department be and it is hereby directed to 


look into the matter of making a survey for 
a new alignment for the part of this project 
in Highlands County. 

RECESSED TO 2 P.M. AUGUST 16 
At this point by common agreement the 
Board recessed the meeting until 2 P.M. the 
following day, August 16. 

SESSION ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16 
At four o’clock P. M. on Wednesday, 
August 16, the Chairman called the meeting 
to order, pursuant to recess at close of ses¬ 
sion on the 15th. 

SUIT GHIOTTO AND SIMS YS. 

STATE ROAD DEPARTMENT 
The Chairman referred to the opinion just 
handed down by the Judge in the suit of 
Ghiotto and Sims versus the Department and 
made the following statement: 

“The decision of the Court upholds the 
fundamental right of the State Road Depart¬ 
ment (1) to construct roads with its own 
engineers and employees, and (2) the right 
of the Department to lease equipment for 
such purpose. The plaintiffs and the Attor¬ 
ney General had challenged these rights. 
They contended that the Department could 
construct roads with its own employees only 
after first preparing detailed plans and 
specifications, advertising for bids, and then 
rejecting all such bids. If their position had 
been sustained by the Court, our budgeted 
$79,000,000 program for 1950 could not possibly 
have been executed. 

“The plaintiffs and Attorney General also 
contended that the State Road Department 
could not rent equipment, but must make 
outright purchases of equipment. If this 
contention had been sustained, it would have 
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delayed vital road building work for many 
months. It also would have required ex¬ 
penditure of millions of dollars for equip¬ 
ment, dollars which are now being invested 
directly in road improvement. 

“As a result of Judge Taylor’s decision, 
the only change in the Road Department’s 
practice will concern the manner of fixing 
rates for equipment rental. Heretofore, the 
Department established, by experience and 
comparison with private rates, the rates 
which the Department considered fair. These 
were well under private rates. Now, where 
the estimated cost exceeds $1,000, the rates 
will be determined by competitive bidding. 

“I want to assure every interested person, 
and particularly county commissioners who 
have so well cooperated with the Road De¬ 
partment, that we confidently expect to 
proceed with our road-building program 
according to schedule.” 

DISTRICT ENGINEERS INSTRUCTED 
On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the Board voted to instruct all the 
District Engineers to return immediately to 
the Tallahassee office any contracts for 
rental agreements they may have, under 
which work has not been begun; also, that 
work be rushed on all rental agreements as 
much as possible to complete them in com¬ 
pliance with the Court’s decision. 

DADE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
EXPRESS CONFIDENCE 
The County Commissioners of Dade County 
were present and expressed their confidence 


in the Road Board and complimented them 
on the work they are doing. 

BOARD MEMBERS EXPRESS 
THEIR THANKS 

The Board members expressed their ap¬ 
preciation to numerous members of the road¬ 
building profession, members of the Legisla¬ 
ture and other public officials for the confi¬ 
dence they have expressed in the Board and 
for the interest they have demonstrated. 

LIST OF RENTAL AGREEMENTS 
NOW IN EXISTENCE 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Barber, the Board voted to list in these min¬ 
utes all rental agreements in existence at 
this time, and said list is as follows: 

FIRST DIVISION 

0205-106*, Citrus, 44, Crystal River—East, 

025-150*, Citrus, ?, Road 55—Chassoho- 
witzka, A. F. Rich Company. 

0210-101*, Citrus, 485, N. of Brooksville— 
Road 55, A. F. Rich Company. 

0808-101, Hernando, A. F. Rich Company. 

0101-112, Charlotte, 45, Ft. Myers-Punta 
Gorda, J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc. 

1201-114, Lee, J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc. 

0551-150, Glades, S-721, Harney Pond-High¬ 
lands Co. L., (Pt.), Cone Bros. Contr. Co. 

0605-107, Hardee, 64, Manatee Co. L.—3 Mi. 
East of Ona, W. L. Cobb Constr. Co. 

0606-104, Hardee, Paving at Wauchula 
Farmers Market, J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc.** 

0751-150, Hendry, S1846, Collier Co. Line— 
3 Mi. East, Hardee-Walker Const. Co. 


0752-150, Hendry, S-832, Road 29—4 Mi. East 
of Keri Road, Polk Constr. Co. 

0807-104, Hernando, 50, Rital Bridge—Road 
35, J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc.** 

0804-105, Hernando, 50, Road 55—West, A. 
F. Rich Compa ny. 

0801-902, Hernando, 45, Brooksville-Citrus 
Co. Line, J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc. 

0808-101, Hernando, 485, N. of Brooksville- 
Citrus Co., Macasphalt Corp. 

0850-150, Hernando, SAL RR—Road 45, J. 
W. Conner & Sons, Inc. 

0850-151, Hernando, S-476, Road—45 Noble- 
ton, J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc. 

0850-152, Hernando, Jones—SAL RR, J. W. 
Conner & Sons, Inc. 

0854-150, Hernando, Old 5, Lake Lindsey— : 
Citrus Co. Line, J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc. 

0855-150, Hernando, S-572, Road 45 & 

Powell-Spring Lake, J. W. Conner & Sons, 
Inc. 

1051-150, Hillsborough, S-585-A, Road 574- 
Hillsborough River, Cone Bros. Contr. Co.** 
1451-150, Pasco, S-579, Road 54-Hillsborough 
Co. Line, Hardee Walker Constr. Co. 

1616-106, Polk, 559, In Auburndale, W. L. 
Cobb Constr. Co. 

1625-102, Polk, 37, Brewster-Mulberry, Brin¬ 
son Constr. Co. 

1652-150, Polk, S-540-A, Winter Haven- 
Cypress Gardens, W. L. Cobb Constr. Co. 

1700102, Sarasota, Roads in Myakka State 
Park, L. L. Hall Constr. Co. 

* In Fifth Division Geographically but 
constructed under First Division supervision. 
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2619-101, Alachua, 384, Gilchrist Co. Line- 
High Springs, S. M. Wall. 

2619-102, Alachua, S. M. Wall. 

2602-111, Alachua, 20, W. Main St. Gaines- 
ville-N. City Limits, S. M. Wall. 

2618-109, Alachua, University of Florida 
Grounds, S. M. Wall. 

2706-101, Baker, 127, Road 125-Baxter, Gog- 
gin & Deermont. 

2702-101, Baker, 2, St. Marys R.-Georgia 
Line, Scott Constr. Co. 
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2911-101, Columbia, Scott Constr. Co. 

2753-150, Baker, S-221, Union Co. Line- 
Olustee, Asphalt Paving, Inc. 

2811-102, Bradford, 225, Road 100-6.5 Mi. 
North, S. F. MacKenzie Co. 

2811-103, Bradford, S. F. MacKenzie Co. 

7150-101, Clay, S-219, Road 100-1.0 Mi. South, 
S. F. MacKenzie. 

7152-150, Clay, S-214, Lake Geneva-North¬ 
east, S. F. MacKenzie. 

3151-150 (3103-107), Gilchrist, S-49, Chief- 
land-Trenton, Jaxon Constr. Co. 

3451- 150 (3402-101), Levy, S-49, Jaxon 

Constr. Co. 

3351-150, Lafayette, S-342, Road 349 to Road 
349 via Hatchbend, L. M. White. 

3452- 150, Levy, S-335, Lebanon-Williston, 
Jas. H. Craggs Constr. Co. 

3575-102, Madison, S-360, Sirmans-Madison, 
B. B. McCormick & Sons. 

3809-104, Taylor, 30, Jefferson Co. Line- 
Blue Springs, Faulk & Coleman Constr. Co. 

THIRD DIVISION 

4614-102, Bay, 390-Alt. Road 30, East of 
Hath Bridge-Road 390, Doyle Pope. 

4607-102, Bay, 388, West Bay-Vicksburg, 
Fla. Asp. Pav. Co. and Caddell & Jackson. 

4810-903, Escambia, 30, Pensacola Bay 
Bridge, Beacon Supply Co.** 

5507, Leon, 20, Ochlockonee River Bridge, 
Beacon Supply Co.** 

4904- 107, Franklin, 30, Carrabelle-Road 377, 
Faulk & Coleman Const. Co. 

4901-109, Fraklin, 30, Through Town of 
Carabelle, Faulk & Coleman Const. Co. 

4903-103, Fraklin, 377, Road 30-Ochlockonee 
River, Faulk & Coleman Const. Co. 

4905- 103, Franklin, 67, Through Town of 
Carrabelle, Faulk & Coleman Const. Co. 

4953-150, Franklin, 65, East Point-Road 30 
at Godleys Bluff, Faulk & Coleman Const. 
Co. 

4900-104, Franklin, Access to Carrabelle 
School, Faulk & Coleman Const. Co. 

5204- 110, Holmes, 81, End Pavement-Ala. 
State Line, A. B. Coveil. 

5205- 107, Holmes, 2, West Appr. to Chocta- 
whatchee River, A. B. Covell**. 

5303-108, Jackson, 75, Road Lake-Cotton- 
dale, Doyle Pope. 

5305-107, Jackson, 75, Road 73-Ala. State 
Line, Coggin & Deermont. 

5303-110, Jackson, 75, Cottondale-Road 73, 
Coggin & Deermont. 

5351-150, Jackson, 69, Calhoun Co. Line- 
Grand Ridge, Doyle Pope. 

5411-101, Jefferson, 30, Wakulla Co. Line- 
Aucilla River, Faulk & Coleman Const. Co. 

5518-117, Leon, Florida A & M College 
Grounds, Faulk & Coleman Const. Co.** 

5520-103, Leon, 154, Road 151-Chaires, Leon 
County. 

5751-150, Okaloosa, C-51, Galliver-Baker, 
Doyle Pope. 

5753-150, Okaloosa, C-53, Road 189-West to 
School, Doyle Pope**. 

5756-150, Okaloosa, 285, Street in Niceville, 
Doyle Pope.** 


5755-150, Okaloosa, 85-Alt., Laurel Hill- 
Veneer Mill, Doyle Pope. 

5750-150, Okaloosa, Chestnut Street in Crest- 
view, Doyle Pope. 

5750-101, Okaloosa, Detour for SR 10, Doyle 
Pope. 

5809-102, Santa Rosa, 190, Coldwater Creek - 
Munson, A. B. Covell**. 

5813-101, Santa Rosa, Browns Camp-U. S. 
90, A. B. Covell**. 

5850-150, Santa Rosa, Road 10-Road 191 via 
Broad Street Milton, A. B. Covell. 

5852-150, Santa Rosa, 182, Chumuckla-Road 
87 at Allentown, A. B. Covell. 

5907-101, Wakulla, 367, Shell Point-Road 
365, Coggin & Deermont. 

5911-101, Wakulla, 30, Jefferson So. Line- 
Newport, Faulk & Coleman Const. Co. 
6017-103, Walton, 593, End Pavement-Ionia, 

A. E. Wambles Const. Co. 

6016-101, Walton, Road 30-Redfish Lake, A. 

B. Covell. 

6051-150, Walton, 2-Alt., Jackson Still-New 
Harmony, A. B. Covell. 

6151-150, Washington, 273, Orange Hill- 
Gilbert’s Mill, Coggin & Deermont. 

6153-101, Washington, 280, Road 79-Road 
277, Coggin & Deermont. 

6102-101, Washington, 284, Holmes Creek- 
Road 79, Coggin & Deermont. 

5205-107, Holmes, 2, West Appr. to Choct. 
River, Spencer Contr. Co. 

5303-108, Jackson, 75, Round Lake-Cotton- 
dale, Spencer Contr. Co. 

5305-107, Jackson, 75, Road 73-Alabama 
Line, Spencer Contr. Co. 


5351-150, Jackson, 69, Calhoun Co. Line- 
Grand Ridge, Spencer Contr. Co. 

5852-150, Santa Rosa, 1882, Chumuckla- 
Road 87 at Allentown, Spencer Contr. Co. 

6051-150, Walton, 2-Alt., Jacksons Still- 
New Harmondy, Spencer Contr. Co. 

6017-103, Walton, 593, End Pavement-Ionia, 
Spencer Contr. Co. 

FOURTH DIVISION 

0307-150, Collier, 29, Everglades-Carnes- 
town, Brinson Const. Co. 

0307-151, Collier, 29, In Everglades, Brinson 
Const. Co. 

8708, Dade, 828, 79th Street Bridge, Water¬ 
proofing Engr. Corp. 

8601, Broward, 5, Federal Bridge, Water¬ 
proofing Engr. Corp. 


For positive action on clearing weeds 
from roadside and drainage 
ditches—consult— 

WALKER FERTILIZER 
COMPANY, INC. 

Telephone 6771 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


J. W. CONNER & SONS Inc. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

8th AVE. AT 40th STREET PHONE 4-4124 

TAMPA, FLORIDA 


M. 0. HUCK & COMPANY, INC. 

ENGINEERING - STRUCTURAL & SPECIFICATION PAINTS 
Spray Painting - Heavy Duty Steam Cleaning Equipment 
JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA 


M. E. MURPHY E. R. WIEBENSON 

THE MURPHY CONSTRUCTION CO. 

WEST PALM BEACH 
FLORIDA 


SAN CARLOS HOTEL 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA Home of U. S. Naval Air Station 

500 Rooms—Air Conditioned Grill and Bar 
W. E. Harbeson, Executive Asst. Mgr. W. W. Harbeson, Pres.-Gen'l Manager 


Sherman Concrete Pipe Co. 

JACKSONVILLE TAMPA SANFORD TALLAHASSEE 

Phone 4-2886 Phone H-3556 Phone 1241 Phone 2413 


SCOTT 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 

P. 0. BOX 71 

ROADS AND BRIDGES 

THOMASVILLE, GA. 


Forty-eight 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 










































8604, Broward, 820, Hollywood Bridge, 
Waterproofing Engr. Corp. 

8909, Martin, 714, Palm City Bridge, Water¬ 
proofing Engr. Corp. 

9150-150, Okeechobee, 66, North of Road 70- 
Bassenger, John A. Benton. 

9310, Palm Beach, 80, Hendry Co. Line- 
South Bay, Handley Constr. Co. 

9311, Palm Beach, 80, Belle Glade-South 
Bay, Handley Constr. Co. 

9313, Palm Beach, 15, Belle Glades-Canal 
Point, Handley Constr. Co. 

9314, Palm Beach, 716, Canal Point Road, 
Handley Constr. Co. 

9400-102, St. Lucie, Angle Road, S. F. Mac- 
Kenzie. 


FIFTH DIVISION 

0210-101, Citrus, 485, Hernando Co., Mac- 
asphalt Corp. 

0251-150, Citrus, 470, Inverness-Road 44, 
Robert D. Yancey & Son. 

0202-103, Citrus, 480, Rooks?West, J. W. 
Conner & Sons, Inc. 

1108-103, Lake, 459, Lake Harris Bridge- 
Road 19, Adams & Murphy** 

1108-102, Lake, 459, Road 48-Lake Harris 
Bridge, Adams & Murphy. 

1152-150, Lake, S-565, Mascotte-Bay Lake, 
W. L. Cobb Const. Co. 

1851-150, Sumter, S-475, Oxford-Marion Co. 
Line, Marion Const. Co. 

1808-103, Sumter, Webster Farmers Market, 
J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc.** 

1810-101, Sumter, Nobleton-Bushnell, J. W. 
Conner & Sons, Inc. 


THE SEABOARD OIL COMPANY 

Distributors of Pure Oil Company Products 

GENERAL OFFICES AT JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 


JACKSON GRAIN COMPANY 

Established 1909 

FLORIDA'S PIONEER FEED MANUFACTURERS 

TAMPA, FLORIDA 


SHERRILL OIL COMPANY 

Distributors of Pure Oil Company's Products 

PENSACOLA FLORIDA 


1800-103, Sumter, 478, St. Catherine-Webster, 
J. W. Conner & Sons, Inc. 

3600-101, Marion, 316, Sparr-Eureka, S. M. 
Wall. 

7051-150, Brevard, A-l-A, DeSoto Beach- 
U. S. Coast Guard Station, Hubbard Constr. 
Co. 

7508-105, Orange, 15, Conway & Oak Island 
Road, Langston Const. Co.** 

7552-150, Orange, S-437, Ocoee-Point 4.25 
Mi. North, Hubbard Const. Co. 

** Work completed, final audit not made. 

INVITATION FROM PALM BEACH CO. 

An invitation was received from the Board 
of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
County for the Department to hold an early 
meeting of the Board in their County. 

ADJOURNMENT 

TIME AND PLACE FOR NEXT MEETING 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by by 
Mr. Barber, the meeting was adjourned with 
agreement to hold next meeting in Tallahas¬ 
see on Thursday, September 7, 1950, following 
letting on September 6, 1950. 


EELBECK 

MILLING COMPANY 

OF FLORIDA 

The Best Since 1 830 

JACKSONVILLE 


Over 94 Years Continuous Service to Florida and The Southeast 

THE H. & W. B. DREW COMPANY 

Printers — Lithographers — Engravers 
Office Supplies, Office Furniture 
Engineer's and Drafting Supplies 
Blue Printing — Photostats 
Instrument Repairing 

MAIN OFFICE AND PLANT 

22-30 W. BAY ST. 

JACKSONVILLE 

MIAMI TALLAHASSEE ORLANDO 


SEPTEMBER 1950 


Forty-nine 



































Mack Trucks, Inc., unveiled its new line of Golden Anniversary Model A trucks. All 
completely Mack-built, Mack's midcentury models also have a new engine to power 
them, Mack’s own Magnadyne. The Golden Anniversary A Models range in size from 
17,000 lbs. (g.v.w.), for medium duty hauling, to 40,000 lbs. (g.c.w.), in the tractor-semi 
trailer model for heavy duty highway work. The A-30 (on left), 21,000 lbs. (g.v.w.), de¬ 
signed for medium heavy-duty hauling. The A-40 (on right), ranging in size from 
24,000 lbs. (g.v.w.) to 40,000 lbs. (g.c.w.), designed for heavy-duty, long-haulage work. 
The A-40 includes a dumper chassis, a six-wheel chassis, a highway chassis and a tractor. 


DIGEST OF RECENT OPINIONS 
OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

September 6—Attorney General Richard W. Ervin 
today advised G. A. Birdsey, Mayor, Cedar Key, 
that it is doubtful whether a city pier or wharf 
may be constructed by using cigarette tax money 
to assist in paying for such construction. It was 
pointed out that litigation in the courts would 
probably be necessary to determine this question. 
050-436. 

« « o o 

September 8—C. M. Gay, State Comptroller, was 
advised by the Attorney General that purchases by 
the State Road Department of automobiles valued 
at $1000.00 or more should be executed only after 
advertising for competitive bids as prescribed by 
Section 341.15, Florida Statutes, even though part 
of the purchase price is paid by trading in an old 
automobile so that the cash involved is less than 
$1000.00. However, on the basis of the recent 
court decision in the equipment rental case, the 
Attorney General stated that he believed it would 
be only just and equitable for the state to make 
payment for any automobiles already contracted 
for by the State Road Department, which were pur¬ 
chased without advertising, but in good faith, prior 
to the issuance of this opinion. 050-437. 

o * a * 

September 11—Fuller Warren, Governor, was ad¬ 
vised by the Attorney General that games such as 
“Bingo” are unlawful even though they are pri¬ 
marily social and diversional pastimes conducted 
by churches and veterans’ organizations. The 
gambling statutes do not make any exemptions in 
favor of churches and veterans’ organizations, and 
do not exempt gambling that is done as a social or 
diversional pastime. 050-439. 

o a s e 

September 11—In an opinion to the Board of 
Control the Attorney General held that there is no 
obligation or authority in the Board of Control to 
obtain public liability insurance in connection with 
the renting of fifteen guest rooms in the Florida 
Union Building at the University of Florida, and 
as a state agency the Board of Control is not re¬ 
quired to register the rooms with the State Hotel 
Commission. 050-440. 

* G O * 

September 14—Ralph Turlington, Nominee State 
House of Representatives, was advised by the At¬ 
torney General that under the provisions of Sec¬ 
tions 115.09 and 115.10, Florida Statutes, state 
and county officers may be granted a leave of 


absence from office to perform active military ser¬ 
vice, such leave of absence may be granted or 

denied by the Governor in his discretion. When 
any such leave of absence is granted to a minis¬ 
terial, administrative or judicial officer, who is not 
subject to impeachment, the Governor has the con¬ 
stitutional power to appoint a proper person to 

perform the duties of such officer while he is absent 
in military service. It lies within the power of 
the Governor to grant leave of absence to a mem¬ 
ber of the legislature called to “active military 
service,” but it does not lie within the power of 
the Governor to appoint any person to perform 
the duties of such a legislative officer. However, 
when such a leave is granted and such an officer 

is in active military service during a legislative 

session, his office may be declared vacant by the 
Governor even though the absence of such officer 
may result in his constituents not having repre¬ 
sentation at such a session. It was noted that the 
opinion did not deal with the effect of absence of 
such a legislative officer in active military service 
during a legislative session without leave granted 
by the Governor. 050-441. 

a & o a 

September 14—The Attorney General advised 
Lonnie Futch, Chairman of Pilot Commissioners, 
Boca Grande, that a pilot is not a public officer 
and, therefore, it is not necessary that he possess 
the qualifications which the law prescribes for 
public officers. It is only necessary that he have 
the qualifications prescribed by law for pilots as 
set forth in Section 310.03, Florida Statutes. 
Neither the fact that a pilot was under parole for 
a Federal felony when he obtained his license nor 
the fact that he has not had his civil rights re¬ 
stored would amount to grounds for revocation 
within the contemplation of Sections 310.03 and 
310.05 of the statutes. 050-442. 

« a a a 

September 14—In an opinion to Ralph C. John¬ 
son, City Attorney, Pahokee, the Attorney General 
held that where a veteran husband, during his 
lifetime, had either, (1) been receiving the $50.00 
exemption pursuant to the provisions of 205.16(1), 
Florida Statutes, 1949, that is to say, he was dis¬ 
abled from performing manual labor, or (2) that 
while he actually was disabled from performing 
manual labor, but never did apply for a license, 
and such disability continued until his death, then 
his unmarried widow is entitled to the same ex¬ 
emption, irrespective of whether or not the dis¬ 
ability of the veteran may have been sustained in 
line of duty while in active service of the armed 
forces of the United States. 050-443. 
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Office 

4800 S. W. 72nd Avenue 


Material Sales Corporation 

P. O. BOX 6972 — CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 

SALES AGENTS 

Miami Crushed Stone Company Oolite Rock Company 


Phones 

General Office 87-341 1 
Concrete Plant 87-1058 


CRUSHED STONE — ALL GRADATIONS 


MIAMI BASE ROCK 


Peninsular Concrete Company 

PLANT MIXED CONCRETE 


YOUR ASSURANCE 
OF THE REST 


CARS 


Chevrolet 


TRUCKS 


FERMAN CHEVROLET CO. 

407 Jackson St. at Marion — Tampa 
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Northwest Model 25 Dragline opening canal mouth into the Gulf of Mexico at Englewood, Florida 

Draglines 
Cranes 
Shovels 
Pullshovels 


JJ Ottte.'ivi&tisutal jbieAel Paiu-e/i" 
Construction, Industrial and Logging Equipment 


FLORIIA-GEORCIA TRACTOR COMPANY 

SAVANNAH JACKSONVILLE TALLAHASSEE ORLANDO 


Northwests are particularly suited to drainage work 
involving wet going and long travel. They do the 
ordinary job or the unusual job, keeping costs down 
and profits up. On drainage work, roadbuilding, con¬ 
struction, phosphate mining or any other job. North¬ 
wests have for you a list of advantages that put them 
far in the lead from the standpoint of low upkeep, 
ease of maintenance, long life and high output. 

Visit or phone our office nearest you for full details 
and plan ahead to have a Northwest. 
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